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Foreword
 
Introducing an exciting new series from Wyatt North Publishing: Christian Writing Decoded.
 
Christian Writing Decoded provides the reader with a detailed history and analysis of the most important Christian writings. 
 
The Didache was rediscovered in the Monastery of the Holy Sepulcher in Constantinople (Istanbul, Turkey) in 1873 by the Metropolitan Philotheos Byrennios, who would later become the Greek Orthodox Archbishop of Nicomedia (Izmit, Turkey). 
 
This manuscript is the sole extant copy of the complete work in Greek and was written in 1056 by a scribe named Leon.
 
The Didache’s guarded but judicious approach to itinerant figures may be a reminder for us to be tolerant of outsiders who seek Jesus in truth, even if their ways are different from ours—as long as they do not teach us to alter our own practices.
 
This book provides an original history and analysis of The Didache coupled with an appendix that includes the Christian writing.  
 
You can purchase other religious works directly from Wyatt North Publishing. 
 
Enjoy.
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The Didache Decoded


Background
 
The modern era has been fortunate to see the rediscovery of numerous forgotten collections of ancient texts. Few today realize that Napoleon’s expeditionary forces in Egypt made the first truly notable find in 1799. That discovery was the Rosetta Stone, which provided the key to unlocking ancient Egyptian hieroglyphics because it conveniently included a Greek translation. 
 
That discovery—together with the gradual deciphering of the cuneiform languages of Mesopotamia and the unearthing of Canaanite language texts at Ugarit in Syria—recreated for us the broad stage upon which the action of the Hebrew Bible occurred. 
 
Later, in the 1940s, there were critical discoveries made at the Dead Sea (the Dead Sea Scrolls) in Israel and at Nag Hammadi (a Gnostic Christian library) in Egypt. All these finds captured popular Western imagination and were duly sensationalized in the contemporary press. In the intervening 150 years or so between the Rosetta Stone and the Dead Sea Scrolls, there were many other important discoveries that were lesser known to the common public, but fascinating to scholars, and of vital importance for reconstructing the world-that-was. One of these newly revealed texts was the Didache.
 
The Didache was rediscovered in the Monastery of the Holy Sepulcher in Constantinople (Istanbul, Turkey) in 1873 by the Metropolitan Philotheos Byrennios, who would later become the Greek Orthodox Archbishop of Nicomedia (Izmit, Turkey). This manuscript is the sole extant copy of the complete work in Greek and was written in 1056 by a scribe named Leon. Because the document was the property of the Patriarch of Jerusalem, it is usually known as the Jerusalem Codex (Codex Hierosolymitanus, or simply “H”), but has sometimes also been referred to as the Constantinople Codex. 
 
A codex is the earliest book form. It differs from a scroll in that the individual leaves are bound together. This particular codex was comprised of 120 vellum (calf-skin parchment) sheets and was approximately 7.5 by 6 inches in size. The Didache took up only five leaves. The codex also contained a related document known as The Epistle of Barnabus and several other early Christian texts. Byrennios initially was attracted by
two letters of Clement of Rome and published them first, but he eventually recognized that the Didache was an important lost document that had been venerated in an earlier time. He published it ten years after his initial discovery. The manuscript was removed from Istanbul in 1887 and is today housed as Hierosolymitanus 54 in the library of the Greek Orthodox Patriarch of Jerusalem.
 
Today, parts of the Didache still exist in Greek, Latin, Coptic, Ethiopic, and Georgian, Syriac, and Arabic. Most of these represent the languages of important early Churches. In some cases, the surviving manuscripts or manuscript fragments are direct translations, while in others, the rules of the Didache were incorporated into later books as source material.
 
Today, the text is included among a group of early Church documents collectively known as The Apostolic Fathers.


Style and Structure
 
The Didache is an instructional manual for a Church community. Accordingly, it has points in common with other ancient community manuals, such as the earlier Qumran documents of the Dead Sea sect, The Manual of Discipline and The Community Rule (1QS). As instructional literature, it also rests upon the Wisdom traditions of the Hebrew Bible, which are found in such books as Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Ecclesiasticus, and specific psalms.
 
The Didache is divided into three main parts. The first (the so-called Two Ways, found in Didache 1-6) contains general moral teachings for those seeking to join the Christian faithful. Consequently, in its current form, it can be considered a catechism. Most scholars believe the Two Ways material originally existed as an independent text of Jewish origin, which was adopted and adapted by some early Christians. The influence of this independent Jewish material was so considerable that it was incorporated into a number of other early Church documents, such as the Epistle of Barnabas (chapters 18-21) and the Ecclesiastical Canons. 
 
(Note: The Epistle of Barnabus, either used the Didache, or it used the “Two Ways” source independently of the Didache. The Epistle of Barnabus, however, frames the Two Ways materials with a more overt dualism than that found in the Didache. It can not be known if the dualism was original to the author of Barnabus or if it stemmed from the theoretical Two Ways source itself and was omitted by the author of the Didache.)
 
If the Two Ways did not originally exist as a separate Jewish source, then the only other plausible conclusion is that it stems from the early Church in a community still profoundly influenced by Judaism, probably a Jewish-Christian one.
 
The format of the Two Ways presents a rule and then expands upon its meaning and ramifications; that is, how to enact it. The rules are loosely strung together. The basic foundation of rules is taken from the Hebrew Bible, perhaps from an originally Two Ways Jewish document. Christian teachings were then suspended upon the Jewish scaffolding. Notably absent from this section is any hint of a polemical framework of the sort found in Matthew 5:21-22 (“You have heard how it was said¼but I say this to you¼”) or in later Church writings, such as those of John Chrysostom. Rather, Christian teaching appears in uninterrupted flow from the traditions of the Hebrew Bible. The emphasis here is on continuity, rather than breach.
 
The second section is comprised of rules for the formal conduct of the Church. This section can be further subdivided into liturgical concerns and church leadership. The liturgical section focuses upon baptism, fasting, prayer, and the Eucharist. The church leadership section is sufficiently early to include some primitive issues of authority about soon-to-be extinct types of leaders.
 
The final section is an apocalyptic conclusion, which many believe was originally part of the Two Ways material but was separated from it in the current work. Most scholars feel that the apocalyptic section ends too abruptly and has been artificially truncated. It is possible that the scribe Leon’s source broke off at the end. 
 
Nevertheless, the Didache, like the Hebrew Bible, ends on a note of hope (Didache 16). In the case of the Didache, it is an eschatological hope couched in apocalyptic terms. 


The Manuscripts
 
The Jerusalem Codex is the only extant copy of the complete Didache in a primary biblical language. The manuscript was written without spaces to indicate chapter or paragraph divisions, but it did include colons, periods, and some commas. There were no quotation marks used in the Didache. In keeping with the character of the codex as a whole, only the beginning of the book was capitalized.
 
Apart from the Jerusalem Codex, there are only a few fragments in assorted languages that are useful for study of the Didache. The oldest surviving pieces of the Didache are two 4th century parchment fragments in Greek from Oxyrhynchus, Egypt, containing parts of chapters 1-3. These were published in 1922. While they differ from the text of the Jerusalem Codex, the fragments are too small to be of use for reconstructing an “original” version.
 
In Coptic, there is a papyrus fragment of chs.10:3b to 12:2a, dating to the 5th century. It was found in Cairo and published not long after the Oxyrhynchus fragments. This material adds to the Eucharistic prayer a thanksgiving prayer for holy oil for confirmation, which is also in the Apostolic Constitutions. 
 
In Ethiopic, significant parts of the Didache appear in the Ecclesiastical Canons, or Ethiopic Church Order, preserved in late manuscripts. Interestingly, the Didache sections do not appear in the Coptic or Arabic versions of this same Church Order.
 
Other witnesses:
 
In Syriac, the Didascalia
Apostolorum (3rd century) cites the Didache.
 
The Greek text of the Apostolic Constitutions (7:1-32) contains most of the Didache, but with many changes and insertions so that it is considered to be a paraphrase or reworking. These changes brought the earlier material of the Didache into conformity with later practice and pointedly omit some of the Jewish-influenced material. The text also contains reworked material from the Didascalia. The Apostolic Constitutions stems from late-4th century Syria.
 
In Arabic, the "Two Ways" material is found in a fifth-century hagiography, Life of Schenoute.
 
In Latin, two manuscripts (9th -11th centuries) with the title, Doctrine of the Apostles, exist that contain Two Ways material.
 
In Georgian, a complete translation survived in a 19th century manuscript located in Constantinople. It contained some variant readings. This codex is now lost.
 
Other witnesses, such as the Epistle of Barnabas, cite the Two Ways material, but their exact relationship to the Didache or the theorized earlier version of the Two Ways is unclear.


Content
 
The introduction to the Didache states that it is the Teaching of the Lord to the Gentiles by the Twelve Apostles. This would indicate that the intended audience was Gentile Christians. If we take the book at face value, we see a community that was concerned with the ethical instruction of its Gentile catechumens before baptism. 
 
Both baptizer and baptized were to fast prior to the act. Baptism was done in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, as recommended by the Gospel of Matthew. Baptism was preferable in running water, but accommodation to other circumstances was acceptable. 
 
The community was to fast two days per week and pray the Lord’s Prayer three times daily. Worship occurred on the Lord’s Day—Sunday. Confession preceded the Eucharist. Full, baptized members could engage in the Eucharist, but not those who had separated themselves by not acting peaceably. The liturgy of the Eucharist was far different than today, and it made no mention of the Passion or Resurrection. Jesus’ sacrifice was not mentioned; rather, the Eucharist was viewed as a sacrifice made by the worshippers (14:2). Strikingly, the cup preceded the bread in sequence, as is the case in a Jewish ritual meal. Also as in Judaism, a prayer of thanks was rendered after eating.
 
Itinerant religious figures termed prophets, apostles, and teachers would sometimes appear, and the community was concerned with how to interact with them correctly. They needed to know how to identify legitimate leaders from charlatans. Ecstatic utterance was still acceptable—to a point. First fruits (tithing) were to be collected and distributed to such prophets, who were viewed as successors to the Temple priests, or to the poor if no prophets were available. Bishops and deacons were to be appointed because, evidently, the community couldn’t rely only on itinerants for leadership. Congregants were advised to follow the bishops and deacons, even if they weren’t prophets and apostles.
 
If members would do this, then they could expect to be preserved through the coming apocalypse and, if necessary, be raised from the dead with the saints.


Sources of Authority
 
As is to be expected, the Didache draws upon the Jewish Bible and Jesus’ words for its teaching. The idea of there being Two Ways, or two paths for behavior, is based on Deuteronomy. The other clear foundation for the Two Ways material is the Decalogue, otherwise known as the Ten Commandments.
 
There is little agreement among scholars about whether the teachings of Jesus used in the Didache came from Matthew, Matthew and Luke, Q (the hypothesized common source of Matthew and Luke), oral tradition, or some other source. 
 
Even less well understood are the Didache’s other sources; e.g., the basis for a number of the rules presented in the Church Order Section.
 
Then there is this peculiar teaching: “Indeed, there is a further saying that relates to this: ‘Let your donation sweat in your hands until you know to whom to give it,’” which appears to be a popular saying but may be a quote or citation from Ecclesiasticus 12:1.
 
Some believe that the Didachist’s traditions are closest to the Gospel of Matthew. Matthew is considered to be a very “Jewish” gospel; that is, it is very closely tied to the Jewish roots of Christianity. This Jewish tenor is consistent with some of what we see in the Didache: a concern for the dietary laws and other similarities with Jewish practice and perspectives.


Authorship
 
The author of the Didache is unknown, as is the provenience of the work. There is little to indicate the author’s identity or gender. Given early issues of literacy and gendered roles, it is more likely that the author was male; at least, there is no evidence to point to the author having been female.
 
Because the author probably used a number of earlier sources, the chief elements of creativity exist in two areas: 1) the author’s decisions about what to include in the teaching, and 2) how to rework that material for his intended audience. Indeed, in the case of the Didache, we can’t really determine to what extent the author made a creative selection and to what extent the decision was already made for him by the need to reproduce the existing tradition and practice of his Church community. For this reason, it may be more correct to refer to the author as an “editor,” “redactor,” “tradent,” or “compiler.” Some scholars call this anonymous figure “the Didachist.”
 
As is the nature of instructional manuals, the Didache is impersonal in its approach; the compiler’s personality and individual viewpoints fail to peek through as evidence of where or when the document originated. Most scholars date it in either the late first century or early second century; some put it as early as the mid-first century. Arguments for an early date include:
 
1) The lack of explicit doctrine
 
2) The absence of a NT canon
 
3) The lack of leadership hierarchy
 
4) The simplicity of the ritual formulae
 
5) The failure to mention heretical groups
 
6) The absence of sacred days apart from the Lord’s Day
 
How one dates the Didache is also dependent upon how one views its use of earlier materials. For example, if one believes the compiler was familiar with the Gospel of Matthew and used it as a source, then the text could not be earlier than the Gospel of Matthew itself (ca. 70 or 80), so no earlier than about the year 90. If, on the other hand, one thinks that the Didache used oral materials that were earlier than Matthew, then it is possible that the Didache could be even earlier than the Gospel of Matthew, making the Didache a very important document indeed! 
 
The Didache would not be later than the early third century because it was a source for later materials, including the Syriac text known as the Didascalia.

 
Discussion about the provenance of the book centers on Syria and Egypt. Most scholars prefer a Syrian location to an Egyptian one, but that conclusion rests on very little evidence. There were ancient Jewish communities scattered throughout Syria-Palestine, Egypt, and elsewhere in the Roman world. In fact, the early 1st century Jewish philosopher and historian Philo of Alexandria (Egypt) tells us (perhaps with some exaggeration) there were few areas where Jews were not to be found (Legatio 214; In Flaccum 45-46). 
 
The compiler of the Didache also alludes to the far-ranging locations in which the Church had been established. The reference in the Didache to wheat being gathered on hills suggests the hills of Syria-Palestine rather than the terrain of Egypt. Yet a number of the surviving Didache fragments stem from Egypt, indicating its popularity there, if not its origin.


Importance
 
The most important feature of the Didache is its venerable age. It is both the oldest extant Christian catechism and the oldest of the Church Orders. It is also one of the oldest Christian documents outside the New Testament. At the time of its publication in 1883, it generated a great deal of excitement among scholars for the light it could shed upon the early Church. A large number of books and articles followed.
 
The problem, however, is that the Jerusalem Codex is a medieval manuscript, and the version of the Didache contained within it may have experienced scribal changes over the course of time. It is not uncommon for scribes to have added or emended material to make it conform more nearly to the practice or beliefs of their own time. 
 
Additionally, since the Didache was compiled from different documents, it is also possible that each section had its own course of development prior to being incorporated into the current text. Nevertheless, a number of scholars believe the 11th century Jerusalem manuscript authentically represents an early 4th or 5th century version. One reason for their belief is that this version of the Didache includes some inconvenient features, like the Eucharist starting with the cup instead of the bread. Another is that the Jerusalem Codex as a whole includes many similarly old texts.
 
The Didache is not a systematic exposition of Christian belief, but rather presents only a sampling of core ideas and behaviors, with some ideas notably absent. For example, the Eucharistic prayer does not discuss the death, sacrifice, or resurrection of Christ. There is, in fact, little mention of Christ in the document at all. (9:4 is an exception.) There is, instead, frequent use of the designation “Lord.” 
 
Within the Didache, attention is paid to continuity with biblical institutions. The idea of sacrifice appears several times, indicating a probable concern with continuity of the sacrificial rites. Prayer is to take place three times daily, as occurs in Judaism as a replacement for the rites of the Temple. In the case of the Didache, of course, it is the Lord’s Prayer that is recited. First fruits are to go to the prophets of the Church, in place of the priests. Kingship is also a concern. David receives two mentions, and God’s kingship is also referenced. God is called the God of David.
 
By the 5th century, the Didache was falling out of favor as the Church moved on. Its archaic approach to the sacraments and Church leadership were no longer relevant. While Clement and Augustine are among the important figures who appear to have quoted it, Augustine from a Latin version, others began questioning its validity. Eusebius refers to the “Teachings of the Apostles” (Didachai), which he classified as apocryphal (Eusebius, Church History 3:25:4), along with the Shepherd of Hermas and the Epistle of Barnabus. Athanasius (Festal Letter 39) declared a work by the same name to be non-canonical, but he recommended it as a book of instruction in piety for those newly come to Christianity.
 
Yet the Didache did become part of a continuum of teaching, at least for a time. The compiler shaped earlier teachings to craft his own message, and his teaching, in turn, was used by subsequent authors. The Didache served either as a model or a source for later Christian works, including the Didascalia Apostolorum and Book 7 of the Apostolic Constitutions. In this way, both genre and teachings became a part of tradition.


Meaning for Today
 
The collection of ancient works known under the collective rubric of the Apostolic Fathers represents some of the earliest Christian writings apart from the New Testament. A 17th century French scholar, Jean Cotelier, inaugurated the collection when in 1672 he published two volumes of the documents known to him. This collection included the Epistle of Barnabas, the Shepherd of Hermas, two letters of Clement, seven of Ignatius, and one of Polycarp, and an account of Polycarp’s martyrdom. In 1765, several more documents were included in a collection published by Andreas Gallandi: an anonymous document addressed to Diognetus and fragments of Papias and Quadratus. Ultimately, the Didache also came to be included in the collection. 
 
What can such long-lost documents say to readers today?
 
The Didache belongs to a time when the youthful Church was trying to find its way. It was a transitional time when the original apostles were gone, but the exact channels of successor authority were still being established. Ecstatic prophets were still cautiously acknowledged. Local leaders—bishops and deacons—were available, but their exact hierarchy may not yet have been established.
 
For guidance, the compiler of the Didache relied principally upon foundational, scriptural teachings. This is a useful reminder of the ongoing value and direction to be found in scripture, even in confusing times.
 
The Didachist tried to be a faithful purveyor of tradition. This, too, is a model for our own behavior in an era when so much is subject to rapid change and disjunction.
 
The Didache’s guarded but judicious approach to itinerant figures may be a reminder for us to be tolerant of outsiders who seek Jesus in truth, even if their ways are different from ours—as long as they do not teach us to alter our own practices.
 
Finally, and very importantly, the Didache is a weighty reminder of the indebtedness of the Church to Judaism. Over time, the Church would become increasingly hostile and polemical towards its parent religion. There are clear historical reasons for this: Christianity needed to establish its own identity distinct from Judaism, and it needed to keep curious Christians away from the ongoing attractions of Judaism as a religion. 
 
The Didache belongs to a time when the links between the two religions were clearer, even though still in the process of being severed. Perhaps by reminding us of those connections, the Didache can help to heal the breach of centuries.


Analysis of The Didache


Teaching of the Twelve Apostles
 
Teaching of the Lord Through the Twelve Apostles to the Nations:
 
Oddly, the book has two titles, and this has been the subject of much discussion by commentators. The explanation for how to understand this distinctive feature is as follows. The Didache as found in the Jerusalem Codex follows a simple list of titles of biblical books. The titles of the books in the list are written in red ink. The first title of the Didache—Teaching of the Twelve Apostles—similarly appears in red ink, which seems to indicate that this was the common name of the book. The second title—Teaching of the Lord Through the Twelve Apostles to the Nations—does not appear in red and seems to have been considered by the scribe to be the beginning of the text proper.
 
1 There are two ways; one of life and one of death; and between the two ways there is a great difference.
 
The idea of two different paths is a deeply Jewish one with many points of origin in the Bible, such as Deut 30, Psalm 1, and Proverbs 1-9. 
 
The Community Rule (1QS 3:13–4:26) from Qumran provides a notable extra-biblical use of the theme within a community handbook; in this case, the sectarian community of the Dead Sea Scrolls. Since its discovery, few scholars have failed to note the similarities with our work. In keeping with the radical views of that group, however, the Community Rule is far more dualistic in its presentation than the Didache. That dualism is reintroduced in the Epistle of Barnabus 18.
 
One can also compare Matthew 7:13: “Enter by the narrow gate, since the road that leads to destruction is wide and spacious, and many take it; but it is a narrow gate and a hard road that leads to life, and only a few find it.”
 
2 Now, this is the way of life: "First, you must love God who made you, and second, your neighbor as yourself."
 
The commandment to love one’s neighbor is found in Lev. 19:18. This particular sequence, however, is also found in Matt. 22:36-40.
 
And whatever you want people to refrain from doing to you, you must not do to them. 
 
This is the so-called Golden Rule. Matt. 7:12 frames the same rule positively. The negative formulation is famously found in a Jewish story from the Talmud (Shabbat 31a). A pagan came to the great teacher Hillel and facetiously asked to be taught the entire Torah while standing on one foot. Hillel patiently answered: “What is hateful to you, do not do to your fellow. That is the whole Torah; the rest is commentary; go and learn it.” 
 
Tobit 4:15 also frames the rule negatively.
 
The idea of loving one’s neighbor or the Golden Rule being the core of Torah seems to have been widespread; Paul restates it in Galatians 5:14.
 
 
3 What these maxims teach is this: "Bless those who curse you," and "pray for your enemies." Moreover, fast "for those who persecute you." For "what credit is it to you if you love those who love you? Is that not the way the heathen act?" But "you must love those who hate you," and then you will make no enemies. 
 
These ideas are also found in Matt. 5:44-47 and Luke 6:27-33. The so-called Two Ways material is interspersed with Christian teachings. 
 
Although these words turn God’s promise to Abraham on its ear (Genesis 12:3: “I shall bless those who bless you, and curse those who curse you), there is no polemic made here against the Jews. Rather, the contrasting view is attributed to “the heathen.”
 
4 "Abstain from carnal passions."

 
Compare I Peter 2:11. 
 
If someone strikes you "on the right cheek, turn to him the other too, and you will be perfect." 
 
Matt. 5:39, 48; Luke 6:29
 
Compare Proverbs 20:21.
 
If someone "forces you to go one mile with him, go along with him for two"; if someone robs you "of your overcoat, give him your suit as well." 
 
Matt. 5:40-41 
 
This saying is the origin of the phrase, “going the extra mile.”
 
If someone deprives you of "your property, do not ask for it back." (You could not get it back anyway!) 5 "Give to everybody who begs from you, and ask for no return."
 
Luke 6:30
Compare the rabbinic text Mishnah Pirkei Avot (Ethics of the Fathers) 5:13: “He who says, ‘What is mine is yours and what is yours is yours’—is saintly.”
 
For the Father wants his own gifts to be universally shared. Happy is the man who gives as the commandment bids him, for he is guiltless! But alas for the man who receives! If he receives because he is in need, he will be guiltless. But if he is not in need he will have to stand trial as to why he received and for what purpose. He will be thrown into prison and have his action investigated; and "he will not get out until he has paid back the last cent." 
 
Compare Matt. 5:22-26, where the final statement—"he will not get out until he has paid back the last cent"—appears in a different context. This section of the Didache is rather peculiar because one wonders about the practical import of it for the community: under whose jurisdiction would they stand trial, and in whose prison would they be placed? How could they have enforced these sanctions? Whatever the original context of this material, it seems unlikely that it was actually enacted as written in its present setting.
 
6 Indeed, there is a further saying that relates to this: "Let your donation sweat in your hands until you know to whom to give it." 
 
This appears to be a reference to Ecclesiasticus 12:1. The intent is that the person making a donation should first ascertain that the donation will be going to a worthy recipient. This is less open-handed than the statement that occurs immediately above: "Give to everybody who begs from you, and ask for no return."
 
2 The second commandment of the Teaching: 
 
“Teaching” here refers to the teaching being transmitted by the compiler. The “second commandment” is probably referring to the second rule mentioned above, to love one’s neighbor as oneself. The Decalogue’s laws pertaining to relations among humans (as compared to the first part of the Decalogue, which regulates relations with God) are supplemented and elaborated.
 
Notably missing is the command to honor one’s parents, which is accompanied in the Bible by the promise that obeying this commandment will bring the reward of prospering in the land. Could it be that members of this community had difficulty observing that rule because they had turned from their parents’ ways (whether Jewish or pagan) to become Christians? (The “child” addressed in the Didache is the catechumen, not one’s offspring.) This is the circumstance envisioned in Matt 10:35-37. The only father mentioned in this book is the heavenly Father. Further, Christians, particularly those outside of Israel, were no longer tied to promises of abiding in the land. While one doesn’t want to make too much of an argument from silence, this may be a further indication that the text didn’t originate within the Land of Israel.
 
2 "Do not murder; do not commit adultery"; do not corrupt boys; do not fornicate; "do not steal"; do not practice magic; do not go in for sorcery; do not murder a child by abortion or kill a new-born infant. "Do not covet your neighbor's property; 3 do not commit perjury; do not bear false witness"; do not slander; do not bear grudges. 
 
4Do not be double-minded or double-tongued, for a double tongue is "a deadly snare." 5 Your words shall not be dishonest or hollow, but substantiated by action. 6 Do not be greedy or extortionate or hypocritical or malicious or arrogant. Do not plot against your neighbor. 7 Do not hate anybody; but reprove some, pray for others, and still others love more than your own life.
 
Pertinent texts include:
 
The Decalogue: Ex. 20:13-17; Deut 5:17-21; Matt 19:18
 
Loving one’s neighbor: Lev 19:17-18
 
Snare of death: Proverbs 21:6
 
Magic and sorcery: Deut 18:10-14; Acts 8:9-24
 
On homosexual relations: Lev 18:22; Romans 1:27
 
On seducing boys: Justin, Dialog with Trypho 95: “how much more shall all the nations appear to be under a curse who practice idolatry, who seduce youths, and commit other crimes?”
 
Also: Epistle of Barnabus 19, which replicates this material
 
The subject of corrupting boys is an interesting one. In the Greek world, pederasty had been a standard part of mentoring a youth in his education. It was still widely practiced in the Roman world, but was not universally approved and was not tied to the mentor-pupil relationship. It was a normal part of the abuse of slaves. The reality of the temptation for men of the time can be viewed in the Life of Anthony, where the sainted monk receives a nightly visit from Satan in the guise of a dark-skinned boy.
 
Also interesting is the expansion of the injunction against murder to extend specifically to new-borns and fetuses. Abandoning (“exposing”) unwanted babies to the elements was a common form of belated birth control in ancient Greece and Rome. Citizens of Carthage in the Roman Period disposed of unwanted children through child sacrifice (see below). Philo makes an impassioned case against the practice of infanticide and states that it is against the Law of Moses (Special Laws 3: 110-119; see also Josephus, Contra Apionem 2.202). Many of the Church Fathers found it necessary to speak out against the ongoing practice; e.g. Justin, First Apology 27 and 29; Tertullian, Apology 9.
 
3 My child, flee from all wickedness and from everything of that sort. 
 
 
This type of advice is typical of biblical wisdom literature, as is the address of “my child.” In the sequence that follows, the emphasis is on not allowing sin any purchase. In effect, this is the “slippery slope” argument.
 
2 Do not be irritable, for anger leads to murder. Do not be jealous or contentious or impetuous, for all this breeds murder.
 
Genesis 4:5-8
 
3 My child, do not be lustful, for lust leads to fornication. Do not use foul language or leer, for all this breeds adultery.
 
Matt 5:28
 
4 My child, do not be a diviner, for that leads to idolatry. Do not be an enchanter or an astrologer or a magician. Moreover, have no wish to observe or heed such practices, for all this breeds idolatry.
 
Deut 18:10-12
 
5 My child, do not be a liar, for lying leads to theft. Do not be avaricious or vain, for all this breeds thievery.
 
6 My child, do not be a grumbler, for grumbling leads to blasphemy. Do not be stubborn or evil-minded, for all this breeds blasphemy.
 
7 But be humble since "the humble will inherit the earth." 
 
Ps. 37:11; Matt. 5:4
 
8 Be patient, merciful, harmless, quiet, and good; and always "have respect for the teaching" you have been given. Do not put on airs or give yourself up to presumptuousness. Do not associate with the high and mighty; but be with the upright and humble.
 
Isa. 66:2
 
Ecclesiasticus 10:7
 
Accept whatever happens to you as good, in the realization that nothing occurs apart from God.
 
Isaiah 45:7; Ecclesiastes 7:14 
 
4 My child, day and night "you should remember him who preaches God's word to you," and honor him as you would the Lord. 
 
Heb. 13:7
 
Preaching: literally “speaking”
 
This indicates how the teaching occurred. Particularly given the limitations of literacy in the ancient world and the expense involved in copying scrolls, one shouldn’t imagine the catechumen took a scroll home and studied it. The teaching was provided orally and then discussed.
 
For where the Lord's nature is discussed, there the Lord is. 
 
Matt 18:20: “For where two or three meet in my name, I am there among them.”
 
Compare the Jewish text Mishnah Pirkei Avot 3:3: “¼when two sit together and exchange words of Torah, the Divine Presence rests between them¼”
 
2 Every day you should seek the company of saints to enjoy their refreshing conversation. 
 
Compare Mishnah Pirkei Avot 1:4: “Let your house be a meetinghouse for the sages; sit in the dust at their feet, and drink in their words with thirst.”
 
3 You must not start a schism, but reconcile those at strife. 
 
Compare Proverbs 16:28.
 
"Your judgments must be fair." You must not play favorites when reproving transgressions. 4You must not be of two minds about your decision.
 
Lev 19:15; Deut. 1:16-17; Prov. 31:9.
 
5 Do not be one who holds his hand out to take, but shuts it when it comes to giving. 
 
Ecclesiasticus 4:31: “Do not let your hands be outstretched to receive, yet tight-fisted when the time comes to give back.”
 
6 If your labor has brought you earnings, pay a ransom for your sins.
 
Ecclesiasticus 3:30: “¼almsgiving expiates sins.”
 
7 Do not hesitate to give and do not give with a bad grace; for you will discover who He is that pays you back a reward with a good grace. 8Do not turn your back on the needy, but share everything with your brother and call nothing your own. For if you have what is eternal in common, how much more should you have what is transient!
 
9 Do not neglect your responsibility to your son or your daughter, but from their youth you shall teach them to revere God. 
 
Deut 6:7
 
10 Do not be harsh in giving orders to your slaves and slave girls. They hope in the same God as you, and the result may be that they cease to revere the God over you both. For when he comes to call us, he will not respect our station, but will call those whom the Spirit has made ready. 11You slaves, for your part, must obey your masters with reverence and fear, as if they represented God.
 
The Didache maintains the social status quo, leaving God to level the playing field at a later time.
 
12 You must hate all hypocrisy and everything which fails to please the Lord. 13 You must not forsake "the Lord's commandments," but "observe" the ones you have been given, "neither adding nor subtracting anything." 
 
Deut. 4:2; 13:1
 
14 At the church meeting you must confess your sins, and not approach prayer with a bad conscience. That is the way of life.
 
Here, confession appears to precede prayer.
 
On confession in prayer: Ps 32:5-6; Dan 9:4; James 5:16
 
5 But the way of death is this: First of all, it is wicked and thoroughly blasphemous: murders, adulteries, lusts, fornications, thefts, idolatries, magic arts, sorceries, robberies, false witness, hypocrisies, duplicity, deceit, arrogance, malice, stubbornness, greediness, filthy talk, jealousy, audacity, haughtiness, boastfulness.
 
Here we see an inclusive list of wicked traits; compare Matt. 15:19; Mark 7:21-22; Rom. 1:29-31; Gal. 5:19-21, which each present similar lists.
 
2 Those who persecute good people, who hate truth, who love lies, who are ignorant of the reward of uprightness, who do not "abide by goodness" 
Rom 12:9
 
or justice, and are on the alert not for goodness but for evil: gentleness and patience are remote from them. "They love vanity," 
 
Ps 4:2
 
"look for profit," 
 
Isa 1:23
 
have no pity for the poor, do not exert themselves for the oppressed, ignore their Maker, "murder children," 
 
Lev 18:21; Deut 18:10; Wisdom 12:3-7 
 
The practice of child sacrifice continued well into the Roman period, as has been shown by archaeologists excavating the “Tophet” (child sacrifice cemetery) at Carthage in North Africa (modern Tunis, Tunisia). Carthage was originally a Phoenician (Canaanite) colony.
 
corrupt God's image, turn their backs on the needy, oppress the afflicted, defend the rich, unjustly condemn the poor, and are thoroughly wicked. My children, may you be saved from all this!
 
This is a typical “laundry list” of biblical offences.
 
6 See "that no one leads you astray" from this way of the teaching, since such a one's teaching is godless.
 
Matt 24:4
 
This concern is concretely applied below in connection with contemporary itinerant prophets.
 
2 If you can bear the Lord's full yoke, you will be perfect. But if you cannot, then do what you can.
 
The 1st century Jewish historian and apologist Josephus (Contra Apionem 2:282-3) spoke about the attraction Jewish rituals held for many Gentiles, who adopted a number of Jewish practices, including the Sabbath and dietary regulations. Acts 15 limits the requirements incumbent upon Gentiles who adopt Christianity.
 
The ideal in the Didache is adoption of all the ritual law of the Hebrew Bible (Matt 5:13), but a concession is made for those who adopt only part.
 
The “yoke of the Torah” is a basic Jewish concept found throughout rabbinic literature; for its biblical basis, see Lam 3:27, Jer 2:20 and 5:5; compare Acts 15:10, Matt 11:29-30.
 
This line of the Didache speaks strongly to its Jewish roots and possibly Jewish-Christian context.
 
3 Now about food: undertake what you can. But keep strictly away from what is offered to idols, for that implies worshiping dead gods. 
 
Again, the ideal is to fully adopt the dietary regulations, but concession is made for those who do not.
1 Cor 10:21; Acts 15:20, 29.
 
7 Now about baptism: this is how to baptize. Give public instruction on all these points, 
 
Public instruction on all these points may involve reading the preceding sections of the Didache aloud.
 
and then "baptize" in running water, "in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit." 
 
Matt 28:19
 
Compare this with Didache 9:5, which does not include the Trinity in the baptismal formula. There is no mention of Pauline baptism, as found in Romans 6:1-11, and no mention of forgiveness of sins. 
 
2 If you do not have running water, baptize in some other. 3 If you cannot in cold, then in warm. If you have neither, then pour water on the head three times "in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit."
 
Rabbinic halakhah (legal interpretation and tradition) typically focuses on the practical matter of precisely how to enact biblical precepts and thereby carry out God’s will for the Jews. The Didache’s concern with the type of water to be used for baptism is parallel to the discussions about the types of water to be used for ritual immersion and purification in rabbinic Judaism, as found, for example, in Mishnah Miqva’ot. 
 
Tertullian, who was farther removed from Judaism than is our text, would later dismiss such concerns: “¼it makes no difference whether a man be washed in a sea or a pool, a stream or a fount, a lake or a trough” (De Baptismo 4).
 
 
4 Before the baptism, moreover, the one who baptizes and the one being baptized must fast, and any others who can. And you must tell the one being baptized to fast for one or two days beforehand.
 
Very importantly, the text does not identify who is to perform the baptism. It specifically does not indicate anyone with an official office, such as a deacon or bishop. This absence of an official functionary indicates a very primitive time in the life of the Church.
 
The reference to “any others who can” appears to indicate the communal nature of baptism: it occurred with the participation of the community. Those participants were also to try to fast. It is not entirely clear if this is an indication of the community celebrating the neophyte or the need for witnesses to the act of baptism. Rabbinic conversion in Judaism requires legal witnesses, although information about how Jewish conversion would have been conducted at the time of the Didache is limited.
 
8 Your fasts must not be identical with those of the hypocrites. They fast on Mondays and Thursdays; but you should fast on Wednesdays and Fridays.
 
“Hypocrites” here refers to the Jews. Despite the proximity of the community to Judaism—or perhaps because of it—there is still hostility in evidence.
 
Mishnah Ta’anit prescribes fasts on Mondays and Thursdays in times of drought. The pious widow Judith is described as having fasted every day of her widowhood except on the day before Sabbaths, Sabbaths, and other days of religious celebration (Judith 8:6). Presumably, fasting on Friday, as the Didache calls for, would not have been acceptable.
 
Extended fasts are not called for. Neither the Jewish practice nor the one prescribed by the Didachist involves fasting two days in a row.
 
Compare Matt 6:16.
 
2 You must not pray like the hypocrites, 
 
Matt 6:5

 
but "pray as follows" as the Lord bid us in his gospel:
 
“Gospel” may not refer here to a written, canonical gospel, but to oral teaching.
 
"Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name; your Kingdom come; your will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us today our bread for the morrow; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And do not lead us into temptation, but save us from the evil one, for yours is the power and the glory forever."
 
The Lord’s Prayer here concludes with a doxology.
 
Compare Matt 6:9-13.
 
3 You should pray in this way three times a day.
 
Psalms 55:17; Dan 6:10,13
 
Prayer in Judaism occurs three times daily as a replacement for the Temple rites.
 
9 Now about the Eucharist: 
 
It is uncertain whether the following pertains to simple Eucharist, an “agape” communal feast, or an annual Easter baptism-communion ceremony known to the Eastern Church. It is possible that the Eucharist at this stage was still a full meal, cf. 1 Cor 11:20-33 and Acts 20:7-12.
 
Note the absence of any direct reference to the body and blood of Christ.
 
This is how to give thanks: 2 First in connection with the cup:

 
The Eucharist does not follow the order of the Last Supper or the Pauline version (1Cor 11:23-27). Instead, the Eucharist follows the order of Jewish ritual meals, which begin with a blessing over wine followed with a blessing over bread.
 
"We thank you, our Father, for the holy vine of David, your child, which you have revealed through Jesus, your child. To you be glory forever."
 
This is an adaptation of the Jewish blessing: Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe, who blesses the fruit of the vine. 
 
“We thank you” (as occurs here) is another common beginning to Jewish benedictions, while “I thank you” is an introduction to the thanksgiving psalms in the Dead Sea Scroll known as “Hodayot.” See, too, Psalm 188:28.
 
Here, the Jewish blessing has been recast. God in this setting is Father, and Jesus and David are the children, or a better reading—servants. David is called “your servant” in Ps 132:10, 2Chron 6:42 and in the Jewish grace after meals. The theme of kingship is implicit in this blessing but not expressly mentioned.
 
The reference to David's vine is obscure but probably indicates either the Messianic hope (see Isa. 11.1; 2 Baruch 36-40; John 15. 1 ff.; Rev. 22. 16) or the new Israel concept (see Ps. 80.8; Isa. 5. 1 ff.; Jer. 2.21; Hos. 10.1; 4 Ezra 5.23; 9.21).  
 
The Didache does not mention biblical figures, yet David is mentioned twice, possibly showing the importance of the kingship motif for this community. God’s kingship is mentioned below.
 
Again, as in the Lord’s Prayer, the blessing concludes with a doxology.
 
3 Then in connection with the piece
[broken off the loaf]:
 
"We thank you, our Father, for the life and knowledge which you have revealed through Jesus, your child. To you be glory forever.
 
Again, the Didache concludes a prayer with a doxology.
 
The current Jewish blessing is: Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe, who brings forth bread from the earth. This is a simple prayer of thanksgiving for food without any metaphoric implications.
 
God’s instruction (Torah) is the path of life and is metaphorically referred to as “bread” (Isa 55:2). The Gospel of John names Jesus the true bread from heaven (6:31-40).
 
4 "As this piece [of bread] was scattered over the hills and then was brought together and made one, so let your Church be brought together from the ends of the earth into your Kingdom. For yours is the glory and the power through Jesus Christ forever."
 
The elaboration of the blessing contains a reference to bread being scattered over the hills, which likely intends the sowing of wheat on the hillsides of Judea. This appears in place of any anticipated (from our perspective) statement about the body of Christ.
 
Hippolytus describes the success of the Church in terms of its being found everywhere (Fragment On Psalm 59:11, Concerning the Jews; and Fragment on Psalm 96:11, Let the Sea Roar, and the Fullness Thereof).
Here, instead, we find an echo of the prevalent Jewish theme of the ingathering of the exiles, as in Matt 24:31.
 
Again, the blessing ends in a doxology.
 
5 You must not let anyone eat or drink of your Eucharist except those baptized in the Lord's name. For in reference to this the Lord said, "Do not give what is sacred to dogs." 
 
Matt 7:6
 
Here the Trinity is not mentioned as part of baptism, but rather “in the Lord’s name.” This may be an earlier baptismal formula than the Trinitarian one.
 
10 After you have finished your meal, say grace
 
Or, "give thanks."
 
The requirement to give thanks after eating is found in Deut 8:10: “When you have eaten and are satisfied, then bless the Lord your God for the good land he has given you.” Traditional Jews give thanks both before and after meals. The grace provided by the Didache bears a strong resemblance in a number of ways to the Jewish grace after meals (Birkat Ha-Mazon), which is too lengthy to reproduce here but which includes such themes as thanking God for providing food for all (the world), for the land (of Israel) and its food, and for building Jerusalem. In addition to the formulaic “Blessed are you, Lord¼,” it includes the formula, “We thank you¼”
 
in this way:
 
2"We thank you, holy Father, for your sacred name which you have lodged in our hearts, 
 
For this expression, compare Neh 1:9.
 
and for the knowledge and faith and immortality which you have revealed through Jesus, your child. To you be glory forever.
 
The introduction of “immortality¼through Jesus” is notable. The benediction ends with the by-now familiar doxology.
 
3"Almighty Master, 'you have created everything' 
 
Wisdom 1:14; Ecclesiasticus 18:1; Revelation 4:11
 
for the sake of your name, and have given men food and drink to enjoy that they may thank you. But to us you have given spiritual food and drink and eternal life through Jesus, your child [or, more likely, servant].
 
The wording here echoes the wording of the Jewish grace after meals, but the last verse Christianizes the blessing.
 
4 "Above all, we thank you that you are mighty. To you be glory forever.
 
5 "Remember, Lord, your Church, to save it from all evil and to make it perfect by your love. Make it holy, 'and gather' it 'together from the four winds' 
 
Matt 24:31
 
Instead of the land, the Temple, or Jerusalem, the Church is invoked.
 
into your Kingdom which you have made ready for it. For yours is the power and the glory forever."
 
6 "Let Grace
come and let this world pass away."
 
"Hosanna to the God of David!" 
 
Matt 21:9
 
"If anyone is holy, let him come. If not, let him repent."
 
The Didache repeatedly expresses the need for members of the community to be in good standing, to accept rebuke, and to confess their sins.
 
"Our Lord, come!"
 
In Aramaic, Maran atha; 1Cor. 16:22
 
"Amen." 
 
7  In the case of prophets, however, you should let them give thanks in their own way. 
 
The subject now segues to church leadership and the itinerant preachers of the time. Local church officials will gradually assume the spiritual functions originally held by itinerant apostles, prophets, and teachers, but the process is not yet finalized. The Didache attempts to regulate dealings with these itinerant and somewhat unpredictable figures, but it is not altogether comfortable with them. The Didache is important for preserving this transitional moment in Church history.
 
The Didache concedes that prophets are not bound by the benediction formulae just provided. There is consensus among scholars that Montanist prophets are not intended here.
11 Now, you should welcome anyone who comes your way and teaches you all we have been saying. 2 But if the teacher proves himself a renegade and by teaching otherwise contradicts all this, pay no attention to him. But if his teaching furthers the Lord's righteousness and knowledge, welcome him as the Lord.
 
Gal. 1.6-9 and 2 John 9-10
 
3 Now about the apostles and prophets: Act in line with the gospel precept.
 
The guidance about welcoming itinerant figures is akin to what is found in Matthew 10, as is the information about them not taking financial advantage of their hosts. 
 
“Apostles” at this early date is not yet understood in the restrictive sense of the original twelve apostles. Nevertheless, the title of the Didache does use it in this restrictive sense.
 
Non-restrictive use of apostles: Rom. 16.7; Acts 14.14
 
Apostles, prophets, and teachers: 1 Cor. 12.28-30; Acts 13.1; Ephesians 4.11
 
4 Welcome every apostle on arriving, as if he were the Lord. 5 But he must not stay beyond one day. In case of necessity, however, the next day too. If he stays three days, he is a false prophet. 6 On departing, an apostle must not accept anything save sufficient food to carry him till his next lodging. If he asks for money, he is a false prophet.
 
False prophets try to make a living off Christ. Similarly, Mishnah Pirkei Avot 4:7 warns against using the Torah as a spade with which to dig; the intent is that Torah shouldn’t be a means for earning a livelihood. Being a rabbi was not originally a profession; the early rabbis made their living through other means.
 
7 While a prophet is making ecstatic utterances, you must not test or examine him. For "every sin will be forgiven," but this sin "will not be forgiven." 
 
Matt 12:31-32
 
8 However, not everybody making ecstatic utterances is a prophet, but only if he behaves like the Lord. It is by their conduct that the false prophet and the [true] prophet can be distinguished.
 
On false prophets, see Matt. 15-20, 24.24, and 1John 4:1.
 
9 For instance, if a prophet marks out a table in the Spirit, he must not eat from it. If he does, he is a false prophet. 
 
This seems to mean that the prophet uses the table in some way to deliver a message. If so, he can’t then manipulate the circumstances to find a meal there.
 
The prophets of the Hebrew Bible sometimes engaged in strange behavior to make a point. Two good examples of this are Hosea and Ezekiel. New Testament prophets followed this precedent, see Acts 11.27-28; 21:10-12. 
 
10 Again, every prophet who teaches the truth but fails to practice what he preaches is a false prophet. 11 But every attested and genuine prophet who acts with a view to symbolizing the mystery of the Church,
and does not teach you to do all he does, must not be judged by you. His judgment rests with God. For the ancient prophets too acted in this way. 
 
Prophets are not to be emulated. This is, perhaps, the best evidence that the Didachist was not flirting with Montanism.
 
12 But if someone says in the Spirit, "Give me money, or something else," you must not heed him. However, if he tells you to give for others in need, no one must condemn him. 12 Everyone "who comes" to you "in the name of the Lord" must be welcomed. 
 
Compare John 5:43.
 
Afterward, when you have tested him, you will find out about him, for you have insight into right and wrong. 2If it is a traveler who arrives, help him all you can. But he must not stay with you more than two days, or, if necessary, three. 3If he wants to settle with you and is an artisan, he must work for his living. 4If, however, he has no trade, use your judgment in taking steps for him to live with you as a Christian without being idle. 5If he refuses to do this, he is trading on Christ. You must be on your guard against such people.
 
2 Thessalonians 3:6-12: Christians were to work to earn their own bread, and not remain idle.
 
13 Every genuine prophet who wants to settle with you "has a right to his support." 2 Similarly, a genuine teacher himself, just like a "workman, has a right to his support." 
3 Hence take all the first fruits of vintage and harvest, and of cattle and sheep, and give these first fruits to the prophets. For they are your high priests. 4 If, however, you have no prophet, give them to the poor. 5 If you make bread, take the first fruits and give in accordance with the precept.
6 Similarly, when you open a jar of wine or oil, take the first fruits and give them to the prophets. 7 Indeed, of money, clothes, and of all your possessions, take such first fruits as you think right, and give in accordance with the precept.
 
Provision is made for itinerant prophets seeking to transition to a sedentary lifestyle. They are accorded the status of Temple priests and are to receive the tithes of first fruits (Deut 18:3-5 and 26:1-4).
 
14 On every Lord's Day—his special day—come together and break bread and give thanks, first confessing your sins so that your sacrifice may be pure. 2 Anyone at variance with his neighbor must not join you, until they are reconciled, lest your sacrifice be defiled. 3 For it was of this sacrifice that the Lord said, "Always and everywhere offer me a pure sacrifice; for I am a great King, says the Lord, and my name is marveled at by the nations."
 
The expression “Lord’s Day” only occurs in the NT in Rev 1:10. The 4th century Council of Laodicea, canon 29, clarified that the “Lord’s Day” was to be observed by Christians on Sunday, not Saturday.
 
Purity of sacrifice is interpreted as meaning peaceful and conforming behavior from the community members who worship, based on Malachi 1:11, 14.
 
1 Cor 11:28: “Everyone is to examine himself and only then eat of the bread or drink from the cup¼”
 
Matt 5:23-24
 
15 You must, then, elect for yourselves bishops and deacons who are a credit to the Lord, men who are gentle, generous, faithful, and well tried. For their ministry to you is identical with that of the prophets and teachers. 2 You must not, therefore, despise them, for along with the prophets and teachers they enjoy a place of honor among you.
 
The status of bishops and deacons is not yet on a par with prophets and teachers, and it must therefore be addressed.
 
Compare 1Tim 3, which outlines the proper character of a bishop or deacon.
 
3 Furthermore, do not reprove each other angrily, but quietly, as you find it in the gospel. 
 
Compare Proverbs 3:11.
 
Moreover, if anyone has wronged his neighbor, nobody must speak to him, and he must not hear a word from you, until he repents. 4 Say your prayers, give your charity, and do everything just as you find it in the gospel of our Lord.
 
Community members should be shunned for bad behavior. Compare 2 Thess 3:14-15: “If anyone refuses to obey what I have written in this letter, take note of him and have nothing to do with him, so that he will be ashamed of himself, though you are not to treat him as an enemy, but to correct him as a brother.”
 
16 "Watch" over your life: do not let "your lamps" go out, and do not keep "your loins ungirded"; but "be ready," for "you do not know the hour when our Lord is coming." 
 
Here commences the apocalyptic ending of the Didache, which may have been separated from the Two Ways material. The community is still in a state of heightened expectancy.
 
Matt. 24:42, 44; 25:13; Luke 12:35
 
Meet together frequently in your search for what is good for your souls, since "a lifetime of faith will be of no advantage"
to you unless you prove perfect at the very last. For in the final days multitudes of false prophets and seducers will appear. Sheep will turn into wolves, and love into hatred. For with the increase of iniquity men will hate, persecute, and betray each other. And then the world deceiver will appear in the guise of God's Son. He will work "signs and wonders"
 
Matt. 24:24
 
and the earth will fall into his hands and he will commit outrages such as have never occurred before. Then mankind will come to the fiery trial "and many will fall away" 
 
Matt. 24:10
 
and perish, "but those who persevere" in their faith "will be saved"
 
Matt 10:22; 24:13
 
by the Curse himself. 
 
This reference is obscure but may refer to Jesus, who by being hung on a tree experienced the death of someone accursed (Deut 21:33; Gal. 3:13).
 
Then "there will appear the signs"
 
Matt. 24:30 
 
of the Truth: first the sign of stretched-out [hands] in heaven, then the sign of "a trumpet's blast," 
 
Matt. 24:31
 
and thirdly the resurrection of the dead, though not of all the dead, 7but as it has been said: "The Lord will come and all his saints with him. Then the world will see the Lord coming on the clouds of the sky."
 
On resurrection of the righteous: 1Cor 15, and also: Zech. 14:5: “And the Lord, my God, will come, and all the holy ones with him; 1Thess 3:13: “¼when our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones.”
 
On gathering the elect: Matt. 24:30-31
 
The text is considered by most to end abruptly. It appears that the source which the scribe Leon was copying broke off at that point. Ancient texts are, unfortunately, frequently broken at the ends. On the other hand, the text ends on a hopeful note, which is entirely what one would expect from a religious work steeped in Jewish thought.


Appendix


English Translation Roberts-Donaldson 
 


Chapter 1. 
 
The Two Ways and the First Commandment. 
 
There are two ways, one of life and one of death, but a great difference between the two ways. The way of life, then, is this: First, you shall love God who made you; second, love your neighbor as yourself, and do not do to another what you would not want done to you. And of these sayings the teaching is this: Bless those who curse you, and pray for your enemies, and fast for those who persecute you. For what reward is there for loving those who love you? Do not the Gentiles do the same? But love those who hate you, and you shall not have an enemy. Abstain from fleshly and worldly lusts. If someone strikes your right cheek, turn to him the other also, and you shall be perfect. If someone impresses you for one mile, go with him two. If someone takes your cloak, give him also your coat. If someone takes from you what is yours, ask it not back, for indeed you are not able. Give to every one who asks you, and ask it not back; for the Father wills that to all should be given of our own blessings (free gifts). Happy is he who gives according to the commandment, for he is guiltless. Woe to him who receives; for if one receives who has need, he is guiltless; but he who receives not having need shall pay the penalty, why he received and for what. And coming into confinement, he shall be examined concerning the things which he has done, and he shall not escape from there until he pays back the last penny. And also concerning this, it has been said, Let your alms sweat in your hands, until you know to whom you should give.
 


Chapter 2. 
 
The Second Commandment: Grave Sin Forbidden. 
 
And the second commandment of the Teaching; You shall not commit murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not commit pederasty, you shall not commit fornication, you shall not steal, you shall not practice magic, you shall not practice witchcraft, you shall not murder a child by abortion nor kill that which is born. You shall not covet the things of your neighbor, you shall not swear, you shall not bear false witness, you shall not speak evil, you shall bear no grudge. You shall not be double-minded nor double-tongued, for to be double-tongued is a snare of death. Your speech shall not be false, nor empty, but fulfilled by deed. You shall not be covetous, nor rapacious, nor a hypocrite, nor evil disposed, nor haughty. You shall not take evil counsel against your neighbor. You shall not hate any man; but some you shall reprove, and concerning some you shall pray, and some you shall love more than your own life.
 


Chapter 3. 
 
Other Sins Forbidden. 
 
My child, flee from every evil thing, and from every likeness of it. Be not prone to anger, for anger leads to murder. Be neither jealous, nor quarrelsome, nor of hot temper, for out of all these murders are engendered. My child, be not a lustful one. for lust leads to fornication. Be neither a filthy talker, nor of lofty eye, for out of all these adulteries are engendered. My child, be not an observer of omens, since it leads to idolatry. Be neither an enchanter, nor an astrologer, nor a purifier, nor be willing to took at these things, for out of all these idolatry is engendered. My child, be not a liar, since a lie leads to theft. Be neither money-loving, nor vainglorious, for out of all these thefts are engendered. My child, be not a murmurer, since it leads the way to blasphemy. Be neither self-willed nor evil-minded, for out of all these blasphemies are engendered.
 
Rather, be meek, since the meek shall inherit the earth. Be long-suffering and pitiful and guileless and gentle and good and always trembling at the words which you have heard. You shall not exalt yourself, nor give over-confidence to your soul. Your soul shall not be joined with lofty ones, but with just and lowly ones shall it have its intercourse. Accept whatever happens to you as good, knowing that apart from God nothing comes to pass.
 


Chapter 4. 
 
Various Precepts. 
 
My child, remember night and day him who speaks the word of God to you, and honor him as you do the Lord. For wherever the lordly rule is uttered, there is the Lord. And seek out day by day the faces of the saints, in order that you may rest upon their words. Do not long for division, but rather bring those who contend to peace. Judge righteously, and do not respect persons in reproving for transgressions. You shall not be undecided whether or not it shall be. Be not a stretcher forth of the hands to receive and a drawer of them back to give. If you have anything, through your hands you shall give ransom for your sins. Do not hesitate to give, nor complain when you give; for you shall know who is the good repayer of the hire. Do not turn away from him who is in want; rather, share all things with your brother, and do not say that they are your own. For if you are partakers in that which is immortal, how much more in things which are mortal? Do not remove your hand from your son or daughter; rather, teach them the fear of God from their youth. Do not enjoin anything in your bitterness upon your bondman or maidservant, who hope in the same God, lest ever they shall fear not God who is over both; for he comes not to call according to the outward appearance, but to them whom the Spirit has prepared. And you bondmen shall be subject to your masters as to a type of God, in modesty and fear. You shall hate all hypocrisy and everything which is not pleasing to the Lord. Do not in any way forsake the commandments of the Lord; but keep what you have received, neither adding thereto nor taking away therefrom. In the church you shall acknowledge your transgressions, and you shall not come near for your prayer with an evil conscience. This is the way of life.
 


Chapter 5. 
 
The Way of Death. 
 
And the way of death is this: First of all it is evil and accursed: murders, adultery, lust, fornication, thefts, idolatries, magic arts, witchcrafts, rape, false witness, hypocrisy, double-heartedness, deceit, haughtiness, depravity, self-will, greediness, filthy talking, jealousy, over-confidence, loftiness, boastfulness; persecutors of the good, hating truth, loving a lie, not knowing a reward for righteousness, not cleaving to good nor to righteous judgment, watching not for that which is good, but for that which is evil; from whom meekness and endurance are far, loving vanities, pursuing revenge, not pitying a poor man, not laboring for the afflicted, not knowing Him Who made them, murderers of children, destroyers of the handiwork of God, turning away from him who is in want, afflicting him who is distressed, advocates of the rich, lawless judges of the poor, utter sinners. Be delivered, children, from all these.
 


Chapter 6. 
 
Against False Teachers, and Food Offered to Idols. 
 
See that no one causes you to err from this way of the Teaching, since apart from God it teaches you. For if you are able to bear the entire yoke of the Lord, you will be perfect; but if you are not able to do this, do what you are able. And concerning food, bear what you are able; but against that which is sacrificed to idols be exceedingly careful; for it is the service of dead gods.
 


Chapter 7. 
 
Concerning Baptism. 
 
And concerning baptism, baptize this way: Having first said all these things, baptize into the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, in living water. But if you have no living water, baptize into other water; and if you cannot do so in cold water, do so in warm. But if you have neither, pour out water three times upon the head into the name of Father and Son and Holy Spirit. But before the baptism let the baptizer fast, and the baptized, and whoever else can; but you shall order the baptized to fast one or two days before.
 


Chapter 8. 
 
Fasting and Prayer (the Lord's Prayer). 
 
But let not your fasts be with the hypocrites, for they fast on the second and fifth day of the week. Rather, fast on the fourth day and the Preparation (Friday). Do not pray like the hypocrites, but rather as the Lord commanded in His Gospel, like this:
 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily (needful) bread, and forgive us our debt as we also forgive our debtors. And bring us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one (or, evil); for Thine is the power and the glory for ever.
 
Pray this three times each day.
 


Chapter 9. 
 
The Eucharist. 
 
Now concerning the Eucharist, give thanks this way. First, concerning the cup:
 
We thank thee, our Father, for the holy vine of David Thy servant, which You madest known to us through Jesus Thy Servant; to Thee be the glory for ever..
 
And concerning the broken bread:
We thank Thee, our Father, for the life and knowledge which You madest known to us through Jesus Thy Servant; to Thee be the glory for ever. Even as this broken bread was scattered over the hills, and was gathered together and became one, so let Thy Church be gathered together from the ends of the earth into Thy kingdom; for Thine is the glory and the power through Jesus Christ for ever..
 
But let no one eat or drink of your Eucharist, unless they have been baptized into the name of the Lord; for concerning this also the Lord has said, "Give not that which is holy to the dogs."
 


Chapter 10. 
 
Prayer after Communion. 
 
But after you are filled, give thanks this way:
 
We thank Thee, holy Father, for Thy holy name which You didst cause to tabernacle in our hearts, and for the knowledge and faith and immortality, which You modest known to us through Jesus Thy Servant; to Thee be the glory for ever. Thou, Master almighty, didst create all things for Thy name's sake; You gavest food and drink to men for enjoyment, that they might give thanks to Thee; but to us You didst freely give spiritual food and drink and life eternal through Thy Servant. Before all things we thank Thee that You are mighty; to Thee be the glory for ever. Remember, Lord, Thy Church, to deliver it from all evil and to make it perfect in Thy love, and gather it from the four winds, sanctified for Thy kingdom which Thou have prepared for it; for Thine is the power and the glory for ever. Let grace come, and let this world pass away. Hosanna to the God (Son) of David! If any one is holy, let him come; if any one is not so, let him repent. Maranatha. Amen.
 
But permit the prophets to make Thanksgiving as much as they desire.
 


Chapter 11. 
 
Concerning Teachers, Apostles, and Prophets. 
 
Whosoever, therefore, comes and teaches you all these things that have been said before, receive him. But if the teacher himself turns and teaches another doctrine to the destruction of this, hear him not. But if he teaches so as to increase righteousness and the knowledge of the Lord, receive him as the Lord. But concerning the apostles and prophets, act according to the decree of the Gospel. Let every apostle who comes to you be received as the Lord. But he shall not remain more than one day; or two days, if there's a need. But if he remains three days, he is a false prophet. And when the apostle goes away, let him take nothing but bread until he lodges. If he asks for money, he is a false prophet. And every prophet who speaks in the Spirit you shall neither try nor judge; for every sin shall be forgiven, but this sin shall not be forgiven. But not every one who speaks in the Spirit is a prophet; but only if he holds the ways of the Lord. Therefore from their ways shall the false prophet and the prophet be known. And every prophet who orders a meal in the Spirit does not eat it, unless he is indeed a false prophet. And every prophet who teaches the truth, but does not do what he teaches, is a false prophet. And every prophet, proved true, working unto the mystery of the Church in the world, yet not teaching others to do what he himself does, shall not be judged among you, for with God he has his judgment; for so did also the ancient prophets. But whoever says in the Spirit, Give me money, or something else, you shall not listen to him. But if he tells you to give for others' sake who are in need, let no one judge him.
 


Chapter 12. 
 
Reception of Christians. 
 
But receive everyone who comes in the name of the Lord, and prove and know him afterward; for you shall have understanding right and left. If he who comes is a wayfarer, assist him as far as you are able; but he shall not remain with you more than two or three days, if need be. But if he wants to stay with you, and is an artisan, let him work and eat. But if he has no trade, according to your understanding, see to it that, as a Christian, he shall not live with you idle. But if he wills not to do, he is a Christ-monger. Watch that you keep away from such.
 


Chapter 13. 
 
Support of Prophets. 
 
But every true prophet who wants to live among you is worthy of his support. So also a true teacher is himself worthy, as the workman, of his support. Every first-fruit, therefore, of the products of wine-press and threshing-floor, of oxen and of sheep, you shall take and give to the prophets, for they are your high priests. But if you have no prophet, give it to the poor. If you make a batch of dough, take the first-fruit and give according to the commandment. So also when you open a jar of wine or of oil, take the first-fruit and give it to the prophets; and of money (silver) and clothing and every possession, take the first-fruit, as it may seem good to you, and give according to the commandment.
 


Chapter 14. 
 
Christian Assembly on the Lord's Day. 
 
But every Lord's day gather yourselves together, and break bread, and give thanksgiving after having confessed your transgressions, that your sacrifice may be pure. But let no one who is at odds with his fellow come together with you, until they be reconciled, that your sacrifice may not be profaned. For this is that which was spoken by the Lord: "In every place and time offer to me a pure sacrifice; for I am a great King, says the Lord, and my name is wonderful among the nations."
 


Chapter 15. 
 
Bishops and Deacons; Christian Reproof. 
 
Appoint, therefore, for yourselves, bishops and deacons worthy of the Lord, men meek, and not lovers of money, and truthful and proved; for they also render to you the service of prophets and teachers. Therefore do not despise them, for they are your honored ones, together with the prophets and teachers. And reprove one another, not in anger, but in peace, as you have it in the Gospel. But to anyone that acts amiss against another, let no one speak, nor let him hear anything from you until he repents. But your prayers and alms and all your deeds so do, as you have it in the Gospel of our Lord.
 


Chapter 16. 
 
Watchfulness; the Coming of the Lord. 
 
Watch for your life's sake. Let not your lamps be quenched, nor your loins unloosed; but be ready, for you know not the hour in which our Lord will come. But come together often, seeking the things which are befitting to your souls: for the whole time of your faith will not profit you, if you are not made perfect in the last time. For in the last days false prophets and corrupters shall be multiplied, and the sheep shall be turned into wolves, and love shall be turned into hate; for when lawlessness increases, they shall hate and persecute and betray one another, and then shall appear the world-deceiver as Son of God, and shall do signs and wonders, and the earth shall be delivered into his hands, and he shall do iniquitous things which have never yet come to pass since the beginning. Then shall the creation of men come into the fire of trial, and many shall be made to stumble and shall perish; but those who endure in their faith shall be saved from under the curse itself. And then shall appear the signs of the truth: first, the sign of an outspreading in heaven, then the sign of the sound of the trumpet. And third, the resurrection of the dead -- yet not of all, but as it is said: "The Lord shall come and all His saints with Him." Then shall the world see the Lord coming upon the clouds of heaven.


English Translation by J.B. Lightfoot
 
1
 
1:1 There are two ways, one of life and one of death, and there is a great difference between the two ways.
1:2 {The way of life} is this.
1:3 First of all, {thou shalt love the God} that made thee;
1:4 secondly, {thy neighbour as thyself.}
1:5 {And all things whatsoever thou wouldest not have befal thyself neither do thou unto another.}
1:6 Now of these words the doctrine is this.
1:7 {Bless them that curse you, and pray for} your enemies and fast for {them that persecute you;
1:8 for what thank is it, if ye love them that love you? Do not even the Gentiles the same? But do ye love them that hate you,} and ye shall not have an enemy.
1:9 Abstain thou from fleshly and bodily lusts.
1:10 {If any man give thee a blow on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also,} and thou shalt be perfect;
1:11 {if a man impress thee to go with him, one mile, go with him twain;
1:12 if a man take away thy cloak, give him thy coat also;
1:13 if a man take away from thee that which is thine own, ask it not back,} for neither art thou able.
1:14 {To every man that asketh of thee give, and ask not back;}
1:15 for the Father desireth that gifts be given to all from His own bounties.
1:16 Blessed is he that giveth according to the commandment;
1:17 for he is guiltless.
1:18 Woe to him that receiveth;
1:19 for, if a man receiveth having need, he is guiltless;
1:20 but he that hath no need shall give satisfaction why and wherefore he received;
1:21 and being put in confinement he shall be examined concerning the deeds that he hath done, and {he shall not come out thence until he hath given back the last farthing.}
1:22 Yea, as touching this also it is said;
1:23 {Let thine alms sweat into thine hands, until thou shalt have learnt to whom to give.}
 
2
 
2:1 And this is the second commandment of the teaching.
2:2 {Thou shalt do no murder, thou shalt not commit adultery,} thou shalt not corrupt boys, thou shalt not commit fornication, {thou shalt not steal,} thou shalt not deal in magic, thou shalt do no sorcery, thou shalt not murder a child by abortion nor kill them when born, {thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's goods, thou shalt not perjure thyself, thou shalt not bear false witness,} thou shalt not speak evil, thou shalt not cherish a grudge, thou shalt not be double-minded nor double-tongued;
2:3 for the double tongue is a snare of death.
2:4 Thy word shall not be false or empty, but fulfilled by action.
2:5 Thou shalt not be avaricious nor a plunderer nor a hypocrite nor ill-tempered nor proud.
2:6 Thou shalt not entertain an evil design against thy neighbour.
2:7 {Thou shalt not hate} any man, {but some thou shalt reprove,} and for others thou shalt pray, {and others thou shalt love} more than thy life.
 
3
 
3:1 My child, flee from every evil and everything that resembleth it.
3:2 Be not angry, for anger leadeth to murder, nor jealous nor contentious nor wrathful;
3:3 for of all these things murders are engendered.
3:4 My child, be not lustful, for lust leadeth to fornication, neither foul-speaking neither with uplifted eyes;
3:5 for of all these things adulteries are engendered.
3:6 My child, {be no dealer in omens,} since it leads to idolatry, nor an enchanter nor an astrologer nor a magician, neither be willing to look at them;
3:7 for from all these things idolatry is engendered.
3:8 My child, be not a liar, since lying leads to theft, neither avaricious neither vainglorious;
3:9 for from all these things thefts are engendered.
3:10 My child, be not a murmurer, since it leadeth to blasphemy, neither self-willed neither a thinker of evil thoughts;
3:11 for from all these things blasphemies are engendered.
3:12 But be meek, since {the meek shall inherit the earth.}
3:13 Be long-suffering and pitiful and guileless and {quiet} and kindly {and} always {fearing the words} which thou hast heard.
3:14 Thou shalt not exalt thyself, neither shalt thou admit boldness into thy soul.
3:15 Thy soul shall not cleave together with the lofty, but with the righteous and humble shalt thou walk.
3:16 The accidents that befal thee thou shalt receive as good, knowing that nothing is done without God.
 
4
 
4:1 My child, {thou shalt remember him that speaketh unto thee the word of God} night and day, and shalt honour him as the Lord;
4:2 for whencesoever the Lordship speaketh, there is the Lord.
4:3 Moreover thou shalt seek out day by day the persons of the saints, that thou mayest find rest in their words.
4:4 Thou shalt not make a schism, but thou shalt pacify them that contend;
4:5 thou shalt judge righteously, thou shalt not make a difference in a person to reprove him for transgressions.
4:6 Thou shalt not doubt whether a thing shall be or not be.
4:7 {Be not thou found holding out thy hands to receive, but drawing them in as to giving.}
4:8 If thou hast ought passing through thy hands, thou shalt give a ransom for thy sins.
4:9 Thou shalt not hesitate to give, neither shalt thou murmur when giving;
4:10 for thou shalt know who is the good paymaster of thy reward.
4:11 Thou shalt not turn away from him that is in want, but shalt make thy brother partaker in all things, and shalt not say {that anything is thine own.}
4:12 For if ye are fellow-partakers in that which is imperishable, how much rather in the things which are perishable? Thou shalt not withhold thy hand from thy son or from thy daughter, but from their youth thou shalt teach them the fear of God.
4:13 Thou shalt not command thy bondservant or thine handmaid in thy bitterness, who trust in the same God as thyself, lest haply they should cease to fear the God who is over both of you;
4:14 for He cometh, not to call men with respect of persons, but He cometh to those whom the Spirit hath prepared.
4:15 But ye, servants, shall be subject unto your masters, as to a type of God, in shame and fear.
4:16 Thou shalt hate all hypocrisy, and everything that is not pleasing to the Lord.
4:17 Thou shalt never forsake the commandments of the Lord;
4:18 but shalt keep those things which thou hast received, neither adding to them nor taking away from them.
4:19 In church thou shalt confess thy transgressions, and shalt not betake thyself to prayer with an evil conscience.
4:20 This is the way of life.
 
5
 
5:1 But the way of death is this.
5:2 First of all, it is evil and full of a curse murders, adulteries, lusts, fornications, thefts, idolatries, magical arts, witchcrafts, plunderings, false witnessings, hypocrisies, doubleness of heart, treachery, pride, malice, stubbornness, covetousness, foul-speaking, jealousy, boldness, exaltation, boastfulness;
5:3 persecutors of good men, hating truth, loving a lie, not perceiving the reward of righteousness, not {cleaving to the good} nor to righteous judgment, wakeful not for that which is good but for that which is evil;
5:4 from whom gentleness and forbearance stand aloof;
5:5 loving vain things, pursuing a recompense, not pitying the poor man, not toiling for him that is oppressed with toil, not recognizing Him that made them, murderers of children, corrupters of the creatures of God, turning away from him that is in want, oppressing him that is afflicted, advocates of the wealthy, unjust judges of the poor, altogether sinful.
5:6 May ye be delivered, my children, from all these things.
 
6
 
6:1 See lest any man lead you astray from this way of righteousness, for he teacheth thee apart from God.
6:2 For if thou art able to bear the whole yoke of the Lord, thou shalt be perfect;
6:3 but if thou art not able, do that which thou art able.
6:4 But concerning eating, bear that which thou art able;
6:5 yet abstain by all means from meat sacrificed to idols;
6:6 for it is the worship of dead gods.
 
7
 
7:1 But concerning baptism, thus shall ye baptize.
7:2 Having first recited all these things, baptize {in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit} in living (running) water.
7:3 But if thou hast not living water, then baptize in other water;
7:4 and if thou art not able in cold, then in warm.
7:5 But if thou hast neither, then pour water on the head thrice in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
7:6 But before the baptism let him that baptizeth and him that is baptized fast, and any others also who are able;
7:7 and thou shalt order him that is baptized to fast a day or two before.
 
8
 
8:1 And let not your fastings be with the hypocrites, for they fast on the second and the fifth day of the week;
8:2 but do ye keep your fast on the fourth and on the preparation (the sixth) day.
8:3 Neither pray ye {as the hypocrites,} but as the Lord commanded in His Gospel, {thus pray ye.
8:4 Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name;
8:5 Thy kingdom come;
8:6 Thy will be done, as in heaven, so also on earth;
8:7 give us this day our daily bread;
8:8 and forgive us our debt, as we also forgive our debtors;
8:9 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one;}
8:10 for Thine is the power and the glory for ever and ever.
8:11 Three times in the day pray ye so.
 
9
 
9:1 But as touching the eucharistic thanksgiving give ye thanks thus.
9:2 First, as regards the cup:
9:3 We give Thee thanks, O our Father, for the holy vine of Thy son David, which Thou madest known unto us through Thy Son Jesus;
9:4 Thine is the glory for ever and ever.
9:5 Then as regards the broken bread:
9:6 We give Thee thanks, O our Father, for the life and knowledge which Thou didst make known unto us through Thy Son Jesus;
9:7 Thine is the glory for ever and ever.
9:8 As this broken bread was scattered upon the mountains and being gathered together became one, so may Thy Church be gathered together from the ends of the earth into Thy kingdom;
9:9 for Thine is the glory and the power through Jesus Christ for ever and ever.
9:10 But let no one eat or drink of this eucharistic thanksgiving, but they that have been baptized into the name of the Lord;
9:11 for concerning this also the Lord hath said:
9:12 {Give not that which is holy to the dogs.}
 
10
 
10:1 And after ye are satisfied thus give ye thanks:
10:2 We give Thee thanks, Holy Father, for Thy holy name, which Thou hast made to tabernacle in our hearts, and for the knowledge and faith and immortality, which Thou hast made known unto us through Thy Son Jesus;
10:3 Thine is the glory for ever and ever.
10:4 Thou, Almighty Master, didst create all things for Thy name's sake, and didst give food and drink unto men for enjoyment, that they might render thanks to Thee;
10:5 but didst bestow upon us spiritual food and drink and eternal life through Thy Son.
10:6 Before all things we give Thee thanks that Thou art powerful;
10:7 Thine is the glory for ever and ever.
10:8 Remember, Lord, Thy Church to deliver it from all evil and to perfect it in Thy love;
10:9 and {gather it together from the four winds}--even the Church which has been sanctified--into Thy kingdom which Thou hast prepared for it;
10:10 for Thine is the power and the glory for ever and ever.
10:11 May grace come and may this world pass away.
10:12 Hosanna to the God of David.
10:13 If any man is holy, let him come;
10:14 if any man is not, let him repent. Maran Atha. Amen.
10:15 But permit the prophets to offer thanksgiving as much as they desire.
 
11
 
11:1 Whosoever therefore shall come and teach you all these things that have been said before, receive him;
11:2 but if the teacher himself be perverted and teach a different doctrine to the destruction thereof, hear him not;
11:3 but if to the increase of righteousness and the knowledge of the Lord, receive him as the Lord.
11:4 But concerning the apostles and prophets, so do ye according to the ordinance of the Gospel.
11:5 Let every apostle, when he cometh to you, be received as the Lord;
11:6 but he shall not abide more than a single day, or if there be need, a 11:7 but if he abide three days, he is a false prophet.
11:8 And when he departeth let the apostle receive nothing save bread, until he findeth shelter;
11:9 but if he ask money, he is a false prophet.
11:10 And any prophet speaking in the Spirit ye shall not try neither discern;
11:11 for every sin shall be forgiven, but this sin shall not be forgiven.
11:12 Yet not every one that speaketh in the Spirit is a prophet, but only if he have the ways of the Lord.
11:13 From his ways therefore the false prophet and the prophet shall be recognized.
11:14 And no prophet when he ordereth a table in the Spirit shall eat of it;
11:15 otherwise he is a false prophet.
11:16 And every prophet teaching the truth, if he doeth not what he teacheth, is a false prophet.
11:17 And every prophet approved and found true, if he doeth ought as an outward mystery typical of the Church, and yet teacheth you not to do all that he himself doeth, shall not be judged before you;
11:18 he hath his judgment in the presence of God;
11:19 for in like manner also did the prophets of old time.
11:20 And whosoever shall say in the Spirit, Give me silver or anything else, ye shall not listen to him;
11:21 but if he tell you to give on behalf of others that are in want, let no man judge him.
 
12
 
12:1 But let every one {that cometh in the name of the Lord} be received;
12:2 and then when ye have tested him ye shall know him, for ye shall have understanding on the right hand and on the left.
12:3 If the comer is a traveller, assist him, so far as ye are able;
12:4 but he shall not stay with you more than two or three days, if it be necessary.
12:5 But if he wishes to settle with you, being a craftsman, let him work for and eat his bread.
12:6 But if he has no craft, according to your wisdom provide how he shall live as a Christian among you, but not in idleness.
12:7 If he will not do this, he is trafficking upon Christ.
12:8 Beware of such men.
 
13
 
13:1 But every true prophet desiring to settle among you {is worthy of his food.}
13:2 In like manner a true teacher {is} also {worthy,} like {the workman, of his food.}
13:3 Every firstfruit then of the produce of the wine-vat and of the threshing-floor, of thy oxen and of thy sheep, thou shalt take and give as the firstfruit to the prophets;
13:4 for they are your chief-priests.
13:5 But if ye have not a prophet, give them to the poor.
13:6 If thou makest bread, take the firstfruit and give according to the commandment.
13:7 In like manner, when thou openest a jar of wine or of oil, take the firstfruit and give to the prophets;
13:8 yea and of money and raiment and every possession take the firstfruit, as shall seem good to thee, and give according to the commandment.
 
14
 
14:1 And on the Lord's own day gather yourselves together and break bread and give thanks, first confessing your transgressions, that your sacrifice may be pure.
14:2 And let no man, having his dispute with his fellow, join your assembly until they have been reconciled, that your sacrifice may not be defiled;
14:3 for this sacrifice it is that was spoken of by the Lord;
14:4 {In every place and at every time offer Me a pure sacrifice;
14:5 for I am a great king, saith the Lord and My name is wonderful among the nations.}
 
15
 
15:1 Appoint for yourselves therefore bishops and deacons worthy of the Lord, men who are meek and not lovers of money, and true and approved;
15:2 for unto you they also perform the service of the prophets and teachers.
15:3 Therefore despise them not;
15:4 for they are your honourable men along with the prophets and teachers.
15:5 And reprove one another, not in anger but in peace, as ye find in the Gospel;
15:6 and let no one speak to any that has gone wrong towards his neighbour, neither let him hear a word from you, until he repent.
15:7 But your prayers and your almsgivings and all your deeds so do ye as ye find it in the Gospel of our Lord.
 
16
 
16:1 {Be watchful} for your life;
16:2 {let your lamps not be quenched and your loins not ungirded, but be ye ready;
16:3 for ye know not the hour in which our Lord cometh.}
16:4 And ye shall gather yourselves together frequently, seeking what is fitting for your souls;
16:5 for the whole time of your faith shall not profit you, if ye be not perfected at the last season.
16:6 For in the last days {the false prophets} and corrupters shall be multiplied, and the sheep shall be turned into wolves, and love shall be turned into hate.
16:7 For as lawlessness increaseth, {they shall hate one another and shall persecute and betray.
16:8 And then} the world-deceiver {shall appear} as a son of God;
16:9 {and shall work signs and wonders,} and the earth shall be delivered into his hands;
16:10 and he shall do unholy things, which have never been since the world began.
16:11 Then all created mankind shall come to the fire of testing, and many shall be offended and perish;
16:12 {but they that endure} in their faith {shall be saved} by the Curse Himself.
16:13 {And then shall the signs} of the truth {appear;}
16:14 first a sign of a rift in the heaven, then a sign of a voice of a trumpet, and thirdly a resurrection of the dead;
16:15 yet not of all, but as it was said:
16:16 {The Lord shall come and all His saints with Him.
16:17 Then shall} the world {see the Lord coming upon the clouds of heaven.}


Charles H. Hoole Translation
 


CHAPTER 1
 
1:1 There are two paths, one of life and one of death, and the difference is great between the two paths.
 
1:2 Now the path of life is this -- first, thou shalt love the God who made thee, thy neighbour as thyself, and all things that thou wouldest not should be done unto thee, do not thou unto another.
 
1:3 And the doctrine of these maxims is as follows. Bless them that curse you, and pray for your enemies. Fast on behalf of those that persecute you; for what thank is there if ye love them that love you? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? But do ye love them that hate you, and ye will not have an enemy.
 
1:4 Abstain from fleshly and worldly lusts. If any one give thee a blow on thy right cheek, turn unto him the other also, and thou shalt be perfect; if any one compel thee to go a mile, go with him two; if a man take away thy cloak, give him thy coat also; if a man take from thee what is thine, ask not for it again, for neither art thou able to do so.
 
1:5 Give to every one that asketh of thee, and ask not again; for the Father wishes that from his own gifts there should be given to all. Blessed is he who giveth according to the commandment, for he is free from guilt; but woe unto him that receiveth. For if a man receive being in need, he shall be free from guilt; but he who receiveth when not in need, shall pay a penalty as to why he received and for what purpose; and when he is in tribulation he shall be examined concerning the things that he has done, and shall not depart thence until he has paid the last farthing.
 
1:6 For of a truth it has been said on these matters, let thy almsgiving abide in thy hands until thou knowest to whom thou hast given.
 


CHAPTER 2
 
2:1 But the second commandment of the teaching is this.
 
2:2 Thou shalt not kill; thou shalt not commit adultery; thou shalt not corrupt youth; thou shalt not commit fornication; thou shalt not steal; thou shalt not use soothsaying; thou shalt not practise sorcery; thou shalt not kill a child by abortion, neither shalt thou slay it when born; thou shalt not covet the goods of thy neighbour;
 
2:3 thou shalt not commit perjury; thou shalt not bear false witness; thou shalt not speak evil; thou shalt not bear malice;
 
2:4 thou shalt not be double-minded or double-tongued, for to be double tongued is the snare of death.
 
2:5 Thy speech shall not be false or empty, but concerned with action.
 
2:6 Thou shalt not be covetous, or rapacious, or hypocritical, or malicious, or proud; thou shalt not take up an evil design against thy neighbour;
 
2:7 thou shalt not hate any man, but some thou shalt confute, concerning some thou shalt pray, and some thou shalt love beyond thine own soul.
 


CHAPTER 3
3:1 My child, fly from everything that is evil, and from everything that is like to it.
 
3:2 Be not wrathful, for wrath leadeth unto slaughter; be not jealous, or contentious, or quarrelsome, for from all these things slaughter ensues.
 
3:3 My child, be not lustful, for lust leadeth unto fornication; be not a filthy talker; be not a lifter up of the eye, for from all these things come adulteries.
 
3:4 My child, be not an observer of omens, since it leadeth to idolatry, nor a user of spells, nor an astrologer, nor a travelling purifier, nor wish to see these things, for from all these things idolatry ariseth.
 
3:5 My child, be not a liar, for lying leadeth unto theft; be not covetous or 
conceited, for from all these things thefts arise.
 
3:6 My child, be not a murmurer, since it leadeth unto blasphemy; be not self-willed or evil-minded, for from all these things blasphemies are produced;
 
3:7 but be thou meek, for the meek shall inherit the earth;
 
3:8 be thou longsuffering, and compassionate, and harmless, and peaceable, and good, and fearing alway the words that thou hast heard.
 
3:9 Thou shalt not exalt thyself, neither shalt thou put boldness into thy soul. Thy soul shall not be joined unto the lofty, but thou shalt walk with the just and humble.
 
3:10 Accept the things that happen to thee as good, knowing that without God nothing happens.
 


CHAPTER 4
 
4:1 My child, thou shalt remember both night and day him that speaketh unto thee the Word of God; thou shalt honour him as thou dost the Lord, for where the teaching of the Lord is given, there is the Lord;
 
4:2 thou shalt seek out day by day the favour of the saints, that thou mayest rest in their words;
 
4:3 thou shalt not desire schism, but shalt set at peace them that contend; thou shalt judge righteously; thou shalt not accept the person of any one to convict him of transgression;
 
4:4 thou shalt not doubt whether a thing shall be or not.
 
4:5 Be not a stretcher out of thy hand to receive, and a drawer of it back in giving.
 
4:6 If thou hast, give by means of thy hands a redemption for thy sins.
 
4:7 Thou shalt not doubt to give, neither shalt thou murmur when giving; for thou shouldest know who is the fair recompenser of the reward.
 
4:8 Thou shalt not turn away from him that is in need, but shalt share with thy brother in all things, and shalt not say that things are thine own; for if ye are partners in what is immortal, how much more in what is mortal?
 
4:9 Thou shalt not remove thine heart from thy son or from thy daughter, but from their youth shalt teach them the fear of God.
 
4:10 Thou shalt not command with bitterness thy servant or thy handmaid, who hope in the same God as thyself, lest they fear not in consequence the God who is over both; for he cometh not to call with respect of persons, but those whom the Spirit hath prepared.
 
4:11 And do ye servants submit yourselves to your masters with reverence and fear, as being the type of God.
 
4:12 Thou shalt hate all hypocrisy and everything that is not pleasing to God;
 
4:13 thou shalt not abandon the commandments of the Lord, but shalt guard that which thou hast received, neither adding thereto nor taking therefrom;
 
4:14 thou shalt confess thy transgressions in the Church, and shalt not come unto prayer with an evil conscience. This is the path of life.
 


CHAPTER 5
 
5:1 But the path of death is this. First of all, it is evil, and full of cursing; there are found murders, adulteries, lusts, fornication, thefts, idolatries, soothsaying, sorceries, robberies, false witnessings, hypocrisies, double-mindedness, craft, pride, malice, self-will, covetousness, filthy talking, jealousy, audacity, pride, arrogance;
 
5:2 there are they who persecute the good -- lovers of a lie, not knowing the reward of righteousness, not cleaving to the good nor to righteous judgment, watching not for the good but for the bad, from whom meekness and patience are afar off, loving things that are vain, following after recompense, having no compassion on the needy, nor labouring for him that is in trouble, not knowing him that made them, murderers of children, corrupters of the image of God, who turn away from him that is in need, who oppress him that is in trouble, unjust judges of the poor, erring in all things. From all these, children, may ye be delivered.
 


CHAPTER 6
 
6:1 See that no one make thee to err from this path of doctrine, since he who doeth so teacheth thee apart from God.
 
6:2 If thou art able to bear the whole yoke of the Lord, thou wilt be perfect; but if thou art not able, what thou art able, that do.
 
6:3 But concerning meat, bear that which thou art able to do. But keep with care from things sacrificed to idols, for it is the worship of the infernal deities.
 


CHAPTER 7
 
7:1 But concerning baptism, thus baptize ye: having first recited all these precepts, baptize in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, in running water;
 
7:2 but if thou hast not running water, baptize in some other water, and if thou canst not baptize in cold, in warm water;
 
7:3 but if thou hast neither, pour water three times on the head, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
 
7:4 But before the baptism, let him who baptizeth and him who is baptized fast previously, and any others who may be able. And thou shalt command him who is baptized to fast one or two days before.
 


CHAPTER 8
 
8:1 But as for your fasts, let them not be with the hypocrites, for they fast on the second and fifth days of the week, but do ye fast on the fourth and sixth days.
 
8:2 Neither pray ye as the hypocrites, but as the Lord hath commanded in his gospel so pray ye: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done as in heaven so on earth. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debt, as we also forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil: for thine is the power, and the glory, for ever.
 
8:3 Thrice a day pray ye in this fashion.
 


CHAPTER 9
 
9:1 But concerning the Eucharist, after this fashion give ye thanks.
 
9:2 First, concerning the cup. We thank thee, our Father, for the holy vine, David thy Son, which thou hast made known unto us through Jesus Christ thy Son; to thee be the glory for ever.
 
9:3 And concerning the broken bread. We thank thee, our Father, for the life and knowledge which thou hast made known unto us through Jesus thy Son; to thee be the glory for ever.
 
9:4 As this broken bread was once scattered on the mountains, and after it had been brought together became one, so may thy Church be gathered together from the ends of the earth unto thy kingdom; for thine is the glory, and the power, through Jesus Christ, for ever.
 
9:5 And let none eat or drink of your Eucharist but such as have been baptized into the name of the Lord, for of a truth the Lord hath said concerning this, Give not that which is holy unto dogs.
 


CHAPTER 10
 
10:1 But after it has been completed, so pray ye.
 
10:2 We thank thee, holy Father, for thy holy name, which thou hast caused to dwell in our hearts, and for the knowledge and faith and immortality which thou hast made known unto us through Jesus thy Son; to thee be the glory for ever.
 
10:3 Thou, Almighty Master, didst create all things for the sake of thy name, and hast given both meat and drink, for men to enjoy, that we might give thanks unto thee, but to us thou hast given spiritual meat and drink, and life everlasting, through thy Son.
 
10:4 Above all, we thank thee that thou art able to save; to thee be the glory for ever.
 
10:5 Remember, Lord, thy Church, to redeem it from every evil, and to perfect it in thy love, and gather it together from the four winds, even that which has been sanctified for thy kingdom which thou hast prepared for it; for thine is the kingdom and the glory for ever.
 
10:6 Let grace come, and let this world pass away. Hosanna to the Son of David. If any one is holy let him come (to the Eucharist); if any one is not, let him repent. Maranatha. Amen.
 
10:7 But charge the prophets to give thanks, so far as they are willing to do so.
 


CHAPTER 11
 
11:1 Whosoever, therefore, shall come and teach you all these things aforesaid, him do ye receive;
 
11:2 but if the teacher himself turn and teach another doctrine with a view to subvert you, hearken not to him; but if he come to add to your righteousness, and the knowledge of the Lord, receive him as the Lord.
 
11:3 But concerning the apostles and prophets, thus do ye according to the doctrine of the Gospel.
 
11:4 Let every apostle who cometh unto you be received as the Lord.
 
11:5 He will remain one day, and if it be necessary, a second; but if he remain three days, he is a false prophet.
 
11:6 And let the apostle when departing take nothing but bread until he arrive at his resting-place; but if he ask for money, he is a false prophet.
 
11:7 And ye shall not tempt or dispute with any prophet who speaketh in the spirit; for every sin shall be forgiven, but this sin shall not be forgiven.
 
11:8 But not every one who speaketh in the spirit is a prophet, but he is so who hath the disposition of the Lord; by their dispositions they therefore shall be known, the false prophet and the prophet.
 
11:9 And every prophet who ordereth in the spirit that a table shall be laid, shall not eat of it himself, but if he do otherwise, he is a false prophet;
 
11:10 and every prophet who teacheth the truth, if he do not what he teacheth is a false prophet;
 
11:11 and every prophet who is approved and true, and ministering in the visible mystery of the Church, but who teacheth not others to do the things that he doth himself, shall not be judged of you, for with God lieth his judgment, for in this manner also did the ancient prophets.
 
11:12 But whoever shall say in the spirit, Give me money, or things of that kind, listen not to him; but if he tell you concerning others that are in need that ye should give unto them, let no one judge him.
 


CHAPTER 12
 
12:1 Let every one that cometh in the name of the Lord be received, but afterwards ye shall examine him and know his character, for ye have knowledge both of good and evil.
 
12:2 If the person who cometh be a wayfarer, assist him so far as ye are able; but he will not remain with you more than two or three days, unless there be a necessity.
 
12:3 But if he wish to settle with you, being a craftsman, let him work, and so eat;
 
12:4 but if he know not any craft, provide ye according to you own discretion, that a Christian may not live idle among you;
 
12:5 but if he be not willing to do so, he is a trafficker in Christ. From such keep aloof.
 


CHAPTER 13
 
13:1 But every true prophet who is willing to dwell among you is worthy of his meat,
 
13:2 likewise a true teacher is himself worthy of his meat, even as is a labourer.
 
13:3 Thou shalt, therefore, take the firstfruits of every produce of the wine-press and threshing-floor, of oxen and sheep, and shalt give it to the prophets, for they are your chief priests;
 
13:4 but if ye have not a prophet, give it unto the poor.
 
13:5 If thou makest a feast, take and give the firstfruits according to the commandment;
 
13:6 in like manner when thou openest a jar of wine or of oil, take the firstfruits and give it to the prophets;
 
13:7 take also the firstfruits of money, of clothes, and of every possession, as it shall seem good unto thee, and give it according to the commandment.
 


CHAPTER 14
 
14:1 But on the Lord's day, after that ye have assembled together, break bread and give thanks, having in addition confessed your sins, that your sacrifice may be pure.
 
14:2 But let not any one who hath a quarrel with his companion join with you, until they be reconciled, that your sacrifice may not be polluted,
 
14:3 for it is that which is spoken of by the Lord. In every place and time offer unto me a pure sacrifice, for I am a great King, saith the Lord, and my name is wonderful among the Gentiles.
 


CHAPTER 15
 
15:1 Elect, therefore, for yourselves bishops and deacons worthy of the Lord, men who are meek and not covetous, and true and approved, for they perform for you the service of prophets and teachers.
 
15:2 Do not, therefore, despise them, for they are those who are honoured among you, together with the prophets and teachers.
 
 
15:3 Rebuke one another, not in wrath but peaceably, as ye have commandment in the Gospel; and, but let no one speak to any one who walketh disorderly with regard to his neighbour, neither let him be heard by you until he repent.
 
15:4 But your prayers and your almsgivings and all your deeds so do, as ye have commandment in the Gospel of our Lord.
 


CHAPTER 16
 
16:1 Watch concerning your life; let not your lamps be quenched or your loins be loosed, but be ye ready, for ye know not the hour at which our Lord cometh.
 
16:2 But be ye gathered together frequently, seeking what is suitable for your souls; for the whole time of your faith shall profit you not, unless ye be found perfect in the last time.
 
16:3 For in the last days false prophets and seducers shall be multiplied, and the sheep shall be turned into wolves, and love shall be turned into hate;
 
16:4 and because iniquity aboundeth they shall hate each other, and persecute each other, and deliver each other up; and then shall the Deceiver of the world appear as the Son of God, and shall do signs and wonders, and the earth shall be delivered into his hands; and he shall do unlawful things, such as have never happened since the beginning of the world.
 
16:5 Then shall the creation of man come to the fiery trial of proof, and many shall be offended and shall perish; but they who remain in their faith shall be saved by the rock of offence itself.
 
16:6 And then shall appear the signs of the truth; first the sign of the appearance in heaven, then the sign of the sound of the trumpet, and thirdly the resurrection of the dead
 
16:7 -- not of all, but as it has been said, The Lord shall come and all his saints with him;
 
16:8 then shall the world behold the Lord coming on the clouds of heaven.


Kirsopp Lake Translation
 


CHAPTER 0
 
1 The Lord's teaching to the heathen by the Twelve Apostles.
 


CHAPTER 1
The two Ways -- The Way of Life -- The explanation -- Almsgiving
 
 
1 There are two Ways, one of Life and one of Death, and there is a great difference between the two Ways. 2 The Way of Life is this: "First, thou shalt love the God who made thee, secondly, thy neighbour as thyself; and whatsoever thou wouldst not have done to thyself, do not thou to another."  3 Now, the teaching of these words is this: "Bless those that curse you, and pray for your enemies, and fast for those that persecute you. For what credit is it to you if you love those that love you? Do not even the heathen do the same?" But, for your part, "love those that hate you," and you will have no enemy. 4 "Abstain from carnal" and bodily "lusts." "If any man smite thee on the right cheek, turn to him the other cheek also," and thou wilt be perfect. "If any man impress thee to go with him one mile, go with him two. If any man take thy coat, give him thy shirt also. If any man will take from thee what is thine, refuse it not" -- not even if thou canst.
 
5 Give to everyone that asks thee, and do not refuse, for the Father's will is that we give to all from the gifts we have received. Blessed is he that gives according to the mandate; for he is innocent. Woe to him who receives; for if any man receive alms under pressure of need he is innocent; but he who receives it without need shall be tried as to why he took and for what, and being in prison he shall be examined as to his deeds, and "he shall not come out thence until he pay the last farthing." 6 But concerning this it was also said, "Let thine alms sweat into thine hands until thou knowest to whom thou art giving."
 


CHAPTER 2
The second part of the teaching
 
 
1 But the second commandment of the teaching is this: 2 "Thou shalt do no murder; thou shalt not commit adultery"; thou shalt not commit sodomy; thou shalt not commit fornication; thou shalt not steal; thou shalt not use magic; thou shalt not use philtres; thou shalt not procure abortion, nor commit infanticide; "thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's goods"; 3 thou shalt not commit perjury, "thou shalt not bear false witness"; thou shalt not speak evil; thou shalt not bear malice. 4 Thou shalt not be double-minded nor double-tongued, for to be double-tongued is the snare of death. 5 Thy speech shall not be false nor vain, but completed in action. 6 Thou shalt not be covetous nor extortionate, nor a hypocrite, nor malignant, nor proud; thou shalt make no evil plan against thy neighbour. 7 Thou shalt hate no man; but some thou shalt reprove, and for some shalt thou pray, and some thou shalt love more than thine own life.
 


CHAPTER 3
Further advice to the catechumen
 
 
1 My child, flee from every evil man and from all like him. 2 Be not proud, for pride leads to murder, nor jealous, nor contentious, nor passionate, for from all these murders are engendered. 3 My child, be not lustful, for lust leads to fornication, nor a speaker of base words, nor a lifter up of the eyes, for from all these is adultery engendered. 4 My child, regard not omens, for this leads to idolatry; neither be an enchanter, nor an astrologer, nor a magician, neither wish to see these things, for from them all is idolatry engendered. 5 My child, be not a liar, for lying leads to theft, nor a lover of money, nor vain-glorious, for from all these things are thefts engendered. 6 My child, be not a grumbler, for this leads to blasphemy, nor stubborn, nor a thinker of evil, for from all these are blasphemies engendered, 7 but be thou "meek, for the meek shall inherit the earth;" 8 be thou long-suffering, and merciful and guileless, and quiet, and good, and ever fearing the words which thou hast heard. 9 Thou shalt not exalt thyself, nor let thy soul be presumptuous. Thy soul shall not consort with the lofty, but thou shalt walk with righteous and humble men. 10 Receive the accidents that befall to thee as good, knowing that nothing happens without God.
 


CHAPTER 4
The duty of the catechumen to the Church -- Against meanness -- Household duties -- Against hypocrisy
 
 
1 My child, thou shalt remember, day and night, him who speaks the word of God to thee, and thou shalt honour him as the Lord, for where the Lord's nature is spoken of, there is he present. 2 And thou shalt seek daily the presence of the saints, that thou mayest find rest in their words. 3 Thou shalt not desire a schism, but shalt reconcile those that strive. Thou shalt give righteous judgment; thou shalt favour no man's person in reproving transgression. 4 Thou shalt not be of two minds whether it shall be or not. 5 Be not one who stretches out his hands to receive, but shuts them when it comes to giving. 6 Of whatsoever thou hast gained by thy hands thou shalt give a ransom for thy sins. 7 Thou shalt not hesitate to give, nor shalt thou grumble when thou givest, for thou shalt know who is the good Paymaster of the reward. 8 Thou shalt not turn away the needy, but shalt share everything with thy brother, and shalt not say that it is thine own, for if you are sharers in the imperishable, how much more in the things which perish?
 
9 Thou shalt not withhold thine hand from thy son or from thy daughter, but thou shalt teach them the fear of God from their youth up. 10 Thou shalt not command in thy bitterness thy slave or thine handmaid, who hope in the same God, lest they cease to fear the God who is over you both; for he comes not to call men with respect of persons, but those whom the Spirit has prepared. 11 But do you who are slaves be subject to your master, as to God's representative, in reverence and fear.
 
12 Thou shalt hate all hypocrisy, and everything that is not pleasing to the Lord. 13 Thou shalt not forsake the commandments of the Lord, but thou shalt keep what thou didst receive, "adding nothing to it and taking nothing away." 
14 In the congregation thou shalt confess thy transgressions, and thou shalt not betake thyself to prayer with an evil conscience. This is the Way of Life.
 


CHAPTER 5
 
The Way of Death
 
 
1 But the Way of Death is this: First of all, it is wicked and full of cursing, murders, adulteries, lusts, fornications, thefts, idolatries, witchcrafts, charms, robberies, false witness, hypocrisies, a double heart, fraud, pride, malice, stubbornness, covetousness, foul speech, jealousy, impudence, haughtiness, boastfulness.
 
2 Persecutors of the good, haters of truth, lovers of lies, knowing not the reward of righteousness, not cleaving to the good nor to righteous judgment, spending wakeful nights not for good but for wickedness, from whom meekness and patience is far, lovers of vanity, following after reward, unmerciful to the poor, not working for him who is oppressed with toil, without knowledge of him who made them, murderers of children, corrupters of God's creatures, turning away the needy, oppressing the distressed, advocates of the rich, unjust judges of the poor, altogether sinful; may ye be delivered, my children, from all these.
 


CHAPTER 6
Final exhortation -- Food, and `things offered to idols.'
 
 
1 See "that no one make thee to err" from this Way of the teaching, for he teaches thee without God. 2 For if thou canst bear the whole yoke of the Lord, thou wilt be perfect, but if thou canst not, do what thou canst. 3 And concerning food, bear what thou canst, but keep strictly from that which is offered to idols, for it is the worship of dead gods.
 


CHAPTER 7
Baptism
 
 
1 Concerning baptism, baptise thus: Having first rehearsed all these things, "baptise, in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit," in running water; 2 but if thou hast no running water, baptise in other water, and if thou canst not in cold, then in warm. 3 But if thou hast neither, pour water three times on the head "in the Name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit." 4 And before the baptism let the baptiser and him who is to be baptised fast, and any others who are able. And thou shalt bid him who is to be baptised to fast one or two days before.
 


CHAPTER 8
Fasting -- Prayers
 
 
1 Let not your fasts be with the hypocrites, for they fast on Mondays and Thursdays, but do you fast on Wednesdays and Fridays.
 
2 And do not pray as the hypocrites, but as the Lord commanded in his Gospel, pray thus: "Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, as in Heaven so also upon earth; give us to-day our daily bread, and forgive us our debt as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into trial, but deliver us from the Evil One, for thine is the power and the glory for ever." 3 Pray thus three times a day.
 


CHAPTER 9
 
The Eucharist -- The Cup -- The Bread
 
 
1 And concerning the Eucharist, hold Eucharist thus: 2 First concerning the Cup, "We give thanks to thee, our Father, for the Holy Vine of David thy child, which, thou didst make known to us through Jesus thy child; to thee be glory for ever." 
3 And concerning the broken Bread: "We give thee thanks, our Father, for the life and knowledge which thou didst make known to us through Jesus thy Child. To thee be glory for ever.
 
4 As this broken bread was scattered upon the mountains, but was brought together and became one, so let thy Church be gathered together from the ends of the earth into thy Kingdom, for thine is the glory and the power through Jesus Christ for ever."
 
5 But let none eat or drink of your Eucharist except those who have been baptised in the Lord's Name. For concerning this also did the Lord say, "Give not that which is holy to the dogs."
 


CHAPTER 10
The final prayer in the Eucharist
 
 
1 But after you are satisfied with food, thus give thanks: 2 "We give thanks to thee, O Holy Father, for thy Holy Name which thou didst make to tabernacle in our hearts, and for the knowledge and faith and immortality which thou didst make known to us through Jesus thy Child. To thee be glory for ever. 3 Thou, Lord Almighty, didst create all things for thy Name's sake, and didst give food and drink to men for their enjoyment, that they might give thanks to thee, but us hast thou blessed with spiritual food and drink and eternal light through thy Child. 4 Above all we give thanks to thee for that thou art mighty. To thee be glory for ever.
 
5 Remember, Lord, thy Church, to deliver it from all evil and to make it perfect in thy love, and gather it together in its holiness from the four winds to thy kingdom which thou hast prepared for it. For thine is the power and the glory for ever. 6 Let grace come and let this world pass away. Hosannah to the God of David. If any man be holy, let him come! if any man be not, let him repent: Maran atha,  Amen."
 
7 But suffer the prophets to hold Eucharist as they will.
 
8 -- none --
 


CHAPTER 11
Travelling teachers -- Apostles -- Prophets
 
 
1 Whosoever then comes and teaches you all these things aforesaid, receive him. 2 But if the teacher himself be perverted and teach another doctrine to destroy these things, do not listen to him, but if his teaching be for the increase of righteousness and knowledge of the Lord, receive him as the Lord.
 
3 And concerning the Apostles and Prophets, act thus according to the ordinance of the Gospel.  4 Let every Apostle who comes to you be received as the Lord, 5 but let him not stay more than one day, or if need be a second as well; but if he stay three days, he is a false prophet. 6 And when an Apostle goes forth let him accept nothing but bread till he reach his night's lodging; but if he ask for money, he is a false prophet.
 
7 Do not test or examine any prophet who is speaking in a spirit, "for every sin shall be forgiven, but this sin shall not be forgiven." 8 But not everyone who speaks in a spirit is a prophet, except he have the behaviour of the Lord. From his behaviour, then, the false prophet and the true prophet shall be known.
 
9 And no prophet who orders a meal in a spirit shall eat of it: otherwise he is a false prophet. 10 And every prophet who teaches the truth, if he do not what he teaches, is a false prophet.
 
11 But no prophet who has been tried and is genuine, though he enact a worldly mystery of the Church, if he teach not others to do what he does himself, shall be judged by you: for he has his judgment with God, for so also did the prophets of old. 12 But whosoever shall say in a spirit `Give me money, or something else,' you shall not listen to him; but if he tell you to give on behalf of others in want, let none judge him.
 


CHAPTER 12
 
Travelling Christians
 
 
1 Let everyone who "comes in the Name of the Lord" be received; but when you have tested him you shall know him, for you shall have understanding of true and false.  2 If he who comes is a traveller, help him as much as you can, but he shall not remain with you more than two days, or, if need be, three.
 
3 And if he wishes to settle among you and has a craft, let him work for his bread. 4 But if he has no craft provide for him according to your understanding, so that no man shall live among you in idleness because he is a Christian. 5 But if he will not do so, he is making traffic of Christ; beware of such.
 


CHAPTER 13
 
Prophets who desire to remain -- Their payment by firstfruits
 
 
1 But every true prophet who wishes to settle among you is "worthy of his food." 2 Likewise a true teacher is himself worthy, like the workman, of his food. 3 Therefore thou shalt take the firstfruit of the produce of the winepress and of the threshing-floor and of oxen and sheep, and shalt give them as the firstfruits to the prophets, for they are your high priests.
 
4 But if you have not a prophet, give to the poor.
 
5 If thou makest bread, take the firstfruits, and give it according to the commandment. 6 Likewise when thou openest a jar of wine or oil, give the firstfruits to the prophets. 7 Of money also and clothes, and of all your possessions, take the firstfruits, as it seem best to you, and give according to the commandment.
 


CHAPTER 14
 
The Sunday worship
 
 
1 On the Lord's Day of the Lord come together, break bread and hold Eucharist, after confessing your transgressions that your offering may be pure; 2 but let none who has a quarrel with his fellow join in your meeting until they be reconciled, that your sacrifice be not defiled. 3 For this is that which was spoken by the Lord, "In every place and time offer me a pure sacrifice, for I am a great king," saith the Lord, "and my name is wonderful among the heathen."
 


CHAPTER 15
Bishops and Deacons -- Mutual reproofs
 
 
1 Appoint therefore for yourselves bishops and deacons worthy of the Lord, meek men, and not lovers of money, and truthful and approved, for they also minister to you the ministry of the prophets and teachers. 2 Therefore do not despise them, for they are your honourable men together with the prophets and teachers.
 
3 And reprove one another not in wrath but in peace as you find in the Gospel, and let none speak with any who has done a wrong to his neighbour, nor let him hear a word from you until he repents. 4 But your prayers and alms and all your acts perform as ye find in the Gospel of our Lord.
 


CHAPTER 16
Warning that the end is at hand
 
 
1 "Watch" over your life: "let your lamps" be not quenched "and your loins" be not ungirded, but be "ready," for ye know not "the hour in which our Lord cometh." 2 But be frequently gathered together seeking the things which are profitable for your souls, for the whole time of your faith shall not profit you except ye be found perfect at the last time; 3 for in the last days the false prophets and the corrupters shall be multiplied, and the sheep shall be turned into wolves, and love shall change to hate; 4 for as lawlessness increaseth they shall hate one another and persecute and betray, and then shall appear the deceiver of the world as a Son of God, and shall do signs and wonders and the earth shall be given over into his hands and he shall commit iniquities which have never been since the world began.
 
5 Then shall the creation of mankind come to the fiery trial and "many shall be offended" and be lost, but "they who endure" in their faith "shall be saved" by the curse itself.  6 And "then shall appear the signs" of the truth. First the sign spread out in Heaven, then the sign of the sound of the trumpet, and thirdly the resurrection of the dead: 7 but not of all the dead, but as it was said, "The Lord shall come and all his saints with him." 8 Then shall the world "see the Lord coming on the clouds of Heaven."


Rosewell D. Hitchcock Translation
 
ONE
 
Two ways there are, one of life and one of death, but there is a great difference between the two ways.
 
The way of life is indeed this: First, you will love the God who made you; secondly, "you will love your neighbor as yourself." Now all the things that you do not want to have happen to you, you too do not do these to one another.
 
Now the teaching of these sayings is this: "Praise those who curse you", and pray for your enemies; now fast for those who are persecuting you. For what favor is it if you love those who love you? Don't the gentiles do the same? But you love those who hate you, and you will have no enemies.
 
"Hold yourself away from the fleshly" and kosmic "strong desires." "If someone should give you a blow to your right cheek, turn to him also the left one," and you will be complete. "If anyone should force you to go one mile, go with him two." "If anyone takes your cloak, give him your tunic also." If anyone takes what is yours away from you, do not ask for it back. For neither are you able. "Give to everyone who asks from you," and do not ask for it back. For the Father wants to give of his own free gifts to everyone.
 
Blessed is the one who gives according to the precept, for he is guiltless. Woe to the one who takes. For if indeed someone takes who has a need, he will be guiltless. But the one who has no need will give a judgment as to why he took, and for what reason, and he will come under arrest and will be examined about what he did. And "he will not go out from there until he pays the last quadrans." But it has also been said about this: "Let your charitable gifts sweat in your hands, until indeed you know who to give to."
 
Now the second precept of the teaching is: " You will not murder. You will not commit adultery." You will not sodomize young boys. You will not have unlawful sex. " You will not steal." Do not practice magic. Do not practice sorcery. Neither murder a child by abortion, nor will you destroy what is born. You will not strongly desire your neighbor's things. You will not make oaths. " You will not bear false testimony." You will not say bad things. You will not remember bad things. You will not be double-minded or double-tongued, for the double-tongue is a snare of death. Your message is not to be false or empty, but being filled with practice. You should be neither greedy nor a swindler, nor hypocrite, nor malicious, nor high-minded. You will not take evil counsel against your neighbor. You will not hate any people, but you will reprove some, and you will pray for some, and some you will love more than your life.
 
My child, flee from every evil thing, and from everything like it. Do not become angry, for anger is the way to murder. Neither should you be jealous, nor one who creates strife, nor emotional. For murders are born out of all of these.
 
My child, do not become strongly desirous, for strong desire is the way to sexual sin. Neither should you be a speaker of filth, nor high-eyed. For adulteries are born out of all of these.
 
My child, do not become someone who looks for omens, since it is the way to idolatry. Neither should you be an enchanter, nor an astrologer, nor a cleanser. Nor should you want to look at these things, for idolatry is born out of all of these things.
 
My child, do not become a liar, since lying is the way to theft. Neither should you be greedy, nor a lover of money, nor worthlessly conceited. For thefts are born out of all of these things. My child, do not become a grumbler, since it leads to evil speaking. Neither should you be assumers, nor evil-minded. For evil-speakings are born out of all of these.
 
But be meek, since "the meek will inherit the land." Become longsuffering, and merciful, and guiltless, and quiet, and good, and throughout everything tremble at the sayings that you have heard.
 
You will not exalt yourself, nor will you give over-boldness to your soul. Your soul will not cling with the high people, but you will conduct yourself with the just and lowly ones. Accept the things that transpire to you as good workings, knowing that nothing happens without God.
 
My child, remember night and day the one who is speaking God's message to you. Now you will honor him as you would honor the Lord. For where the lordship may be spoken, there is the Lord. Now daily you will seek out the faces of the holy ones, so that you would be refreshed by their words. You will not want division, but you will make peace with those who are fighting. You will judge justly. In giving a reproof of a wandering, you will not respect anyone's presence. You will not be two souled regarding whether or not it should be. Do not become like one who stretches out his hands for taking but who draws them in for giving. If you have, you will give by your hands a ransom for your sins. You will not hesitate to give, nor will you grumble while giving. For you will know who it is that is the nice payer of the reward. You will not turn away the one who is needy, but you will share all things together with your brother, and you will not claim them to be your own things. For if you are partners in what is immortal, how much more are you partners in what is mortal?
 
You will not take your hand away from your son or your daughter, but from youth you will teach the fear of God. You will not give directives in your bitterness to your slave or handmaid, these who are hoping in the same God. Otherwise they may not fear the God who is over both of you. For he is not coming to call people according to appearance, but upon those whom the spirit has made ready. Now you who are slaves should be submissive to your lords in sobriety and fear, as to a type of God.
 
You will hate every hypocrisy and all of what is not pleasing to the Lord. You will by no means forsake the Lord's precepts, but you will guard what you have received--neither adding to them nor removing from them. You will acknowledge your wanderings in an assembly, and you will not come forward to your prayer with an evil consciousness. This is the way of life.
 
TWO
Now the way of death is this: First of all, it is evil and full of curses: murders, adulteries, strong desires, unlawful sex acts, thefts, idolatries, magic acts, sorceries, robberies, false testimonies, hypocrisies, two-heartedness, deceit, arrogance, badness, assumptions, greed, shameful speech, jealousy, an overbearing nature, loftiness, pride; persecutors of good; hating truth, loving falsehood; not knowing the reward of what is right, not clinging to good, nor to just judgment, watching not for good but for evil. Far from these people are meekness and endurance. They love worthless things, persuing revenge, not showing mercy to a poor person, not laboring for those who are weary, not knowing the one who made them, murderers of children, corrupters of molded image of God, turning away those who are in need,oppressing the afflicted; comforters of the wealthy, lawless judges of the poor; universal sinners. Children, may you be rescued from all of these.
 
See to it that no one lead you astray from this way of the teaching, since it does not teach you without God. For if indeed you are able to bear the whole of the Lord's yoke, you will be complete. But if you are not able, do what you are able.
 
THREE
Now about food: bear what you are able to bear. But watch out for the idol-sacrifices, for this is a religious service of dead gods.
 
Now about baptism, baptize this way: after first uttering all of these things, baptize "into the name of the Father and of the son and of the holy Spirit" in running water. But if you do not have running water, baptize in other water. Now if you are not able to do so in cold water, do it in warm water. Now if you don't have either, pour water three times on the head, "into the name of the Father, and of the son, and of the holy Spirit." Now before the ritual cleansing, the baptizer and the one being baptized should fast, and any others who are able. Now you will give word for the one who is being baptized to fast for one or two days beforehand.
 
But do not let your fasts be with the hypocrites. For they fast on the second day of the week and on the fifth. But you fast on the fourth day and the day of preparation. Neither should you pray like the hypocrites, but as the Lord gave word in his good message, pray like this: "Our Father, the one who is in Heaven, your name has been made holy. Let your kingdom come. Let what you want also be done on earth, as in Heaven. Give us the bread we need today and forgive us our debts as we also forgive our debtors. And don't carry us into trial, but rescue us from the evil one. For yours is the power and the glory for the age." Pray this way three times daily.
 
Now about the thanksgiving, give thanks this way:
 
First, about the cup: "We thank you, our Father, for the holy vine of your boy David which you made known to us through your boy Jesus. Glory be to you for the age.
 
Now about the broken loaf: "We thank you, our Father, for the life and the knowledge that you made known to us through your boy Jesus. Glory be to you for the age. Just as this broken loaf was scattered on top of the hills and as it was gathered together and became one, in the same way let your assembly be gathered together from the remotest parts of the land into your kingdom. "For yours is the glory and the power through Anointed Jesus for the age." Now no one should either eat or drink from your thanksgiving meal, but those who have been baptized into the Lord's name. For about this also the Lord said, "Do not give what is holy to the dogs."
 
Now after you have been filled, give thanks this way: "We thank you, holy Father, for your holy name, which you made to live in our hearts, and for the knowledge and trust and immortality which you made known to us through Jesus your boy. Glory be to you for the age.
 
"Almighty master, it was you who created all for the sake of your name. You gave both food and drink to people for enjoyment, so that they might give thanks to you. But to us you have freely given spiritual food and drink and eternal life through your boy. Before all things, we are thankful to you that you are powerful. Glory be to you for the age.
 
"O Lord, remember your assembly, remember to rescue it from every evil and to make it complete in your love, and to gather it from the four winds into your kingdom which youprepared for it--it, which has been made holy. For yours is the power and the glory for the age.
 
"Let generosity come, and let this universe pass away. Hosanna to David's son! If someone is holy, let him come. If someone is not, he should change his mind. Marana-tha. A-mein." Now permit the prophets to give thanks as much as they want.
 
FOUR
Therefore, the one who comes and teaches you all of these things which have been previously spoken, accept him. But if he, the teacher, should turn to teach another teaching, so as to release this one, do not listen to him. But if he teaches to promote what is right and knowledge of the Lord, accept him as you would the Lord.
 
Now about the envoys and prophets, do just as according to the tenet of the good message. Now each envoy who comes to you, accept as you would the Lord. But he will not remain for one day. Now if there is need, also the next day. But if he remains for three, he is a false prophet.
 
Now when the envoy departs, he should take nothing except bread until he lodges. But if he should ask for money, he is a false prophet.
 
And every prophet who speaks with the spirit, you will not test or judge, for every sin will be forgiven. But not everyone who speaks with the spirit is a prophet: but if he has the conduct of the Lord. Therefore, from their conduct, the false prophet and the prophet will be made known. And no prophet with the spirit who orders a meal eats from it, unless indeed he is a false prophet. Now every prophet who teaches the truth, if he does not do as he teaches, is a false prophet. But every prophet who has been proved, who is true, who does things for the kosmic secrets of the assembly but who does not teach to do as he does, will not be judged among you. For the ancient prophets did it this way also. But whoever says with the spirit, "Give me money (or something else)," you will not listen to him. But if he says to give on behalf of others who are in need, no one should judge him.
 
Now everyone who comes in the Lord's name should be accepted. But afterward, you will examine him to know him. For you will have understanding, right and left. If the one who comes is a traveller, help him as much as you are able. But he will not remain with you except for two or three days, if there is a necessity. But if he wants to dwell with you, since he is a craftsman, he should work to eat. But if he has no craft, provide according to your understanding, so that no lazy person would be lifing among you as an "Anointed". But if he does not want to do this, he is one who profits financially from the Anointed One. Be careful about such people.
 
Now every true prophet who wants to settle near you is worthy of his wage. In the same way, a true teacher is also worthy, just as the workman, of his wage. Therefore, every foremost part of the products of the press and threshing floor, both of oxen and of sheep, you will take and give to the prophets. For they are your high priests.
 
But if you do not have a prophet, give these to the poor. If you make baked bread, take the foremost part and give according to the precept. In the same way, when you open a jar of wine or of oil, take the foremost part and give to the prophets. Now of money and clothing and every possession, take the foremost part as you think it right and give according to the precept.
 
FIVE
Now according to the Lord's day, gather together and break bread and give thanks, after acknowledging your wanderings to one another, so your sacrifice would be a clean one. But each one who has something against his friend, do not let him come together with you until they are reconciled, so that your sacrifice would not be made common. For this is what was declared by the Lord: " In every place and time, carry to me a clean sacrifice. Because I am a great king," says Yahweh, " and my name is a wondrous thing among the nations."
 
SIX
Now hand pick for yourselves overseers and servants worthy of the Lord: men who are meek, not lovers of money, true and proved. For they are giving religious service to you also, as the prophets and teachers are giving religious service.
 
SEVEN
Now reprove one another, not in anger but in peace, as you have it in the good message. And no one should speak to each one who misses the mark against another one, nor should he hear from you, until he changes his mind. But your vows and your charitable works and all your practices, do these, as you have it in the good message of our Lord.
 
Be vigilant on behalf of your life. Do not let your lamps be extinguished, and do not relax your loins. But become prepared. For you do not know the hour in which our Lord is coming. Now you will gather together often, seeking the things that are appropriate for your souls. For all the time of your trust will not profit you, if you do not become complete in the last season.
 
For in the last days, the false prophets and the corruptors will be multiplied, and the sheep will be turned into wolves, and love will be turned into hate. For when the lawlessness increases, they will hate one another, and they will persecute and deliver up, and then the deceiver of creation will appear as God's son, and he will do signs and wonders. And the land will be given up into his hands. And he will do lawless things which have never been done from the age.
 
Then human creation will come into the fire of examination, and many will stumble and be destroyed. But those who endure in their trust will be saved from this accursed thing. And then the signs of truth will appear. First, the sign of an opening in Heaven, then the sign of a trumpet's sound, and thirdly, a resurrection of dead people. But not of all people; on the contrary, as it was declared, "The Lord will come, and all the holy ones with him." Then creation will see the Lord "coming on the clouds of the sky.
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